
Wednesday, May 20, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
 Psalm 93; Deuteronomy 31:1-13 & John 16:16-24 
 
Psalm 93 (NRSV) 
 The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty; 
     the Lord is robed, he is girded with strength. 
 He has established the world; it shall never be moved; 
     your throne is established from of old; 
     you are from everlasting. 
 The floods have lifted up, O Lord, 
     the floods have lifted up their voice; 
     the floods lift up their roaring. 
 More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, 
     more majestic than the waves of the sea, 
     majestic on high is the Lord! 
 Your decrees are very sure; 
     holiness befits your house, 
     O Lord, forevermore. 
 
Thought: 
  The Psalmist ends with the phrase “your decrees are very sure.” The word of the Lord is 
perfect. It will stand forever. God’s word cannot be changed. As God has established the earth to 
never be moved, what God decides is eternal. God is Holy and dwells in His palace forever.  
 We are part of God’s creation. The Bible tells us that we are created in the image of God, 
and in Jesus Christ we have been redeemed for God’s purpose. Instead of dealing with our sin 
with strength, God deals with sin by grace. As God is holy, through His salvation, we have life 
by his word to fulfill His holy will through us. In the end, God rules forever.  
 
Deuteronomy 31:1-13 (NRSV) 
 Then Moses went out and spoke these words to all Israel: “I am now a hundred and 
twenty years old and I am no longer able to lead you. The Lord has said to me, ‘You shall not 
cross the Jordan.’ The Lord your God himself will crossover ahead of you. He will destroy these 
nations before you, and you will take possession of their land. Joshua also will cross over ahead 
of you, as the Lord said. And the Lord will do to them what he did to Sihon and Og, the kings of 
the Amorites, whom he destroyed along with their land. The Lord will deliver them to you, and 
you must do to them all that I have commanded you. Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid 
or terrified because of them, for the Lord your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor 
forsake you.” 
 Then Moses summoned Joshua and said to him in the presence of all Israel, “Be strong 
and courageous, for you must go with this people into the land that the Lord swore to their 
ancestors to give them, and you must divide it among them as their inheritance. The Lord himself 
goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; 
do not be discouraged.” 
 So Moses wrote down this law and gave it to the Levitical priests, who carried the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord, and to all the elders of Israel. Then Moses commanded them: “At the 
end of every seven years, in the year for canceling debts, during the Festival of Tabernacles, 
when all Israel comes to appear before the Lord your God at the place he will choose, you shall 



read this law before them in their hearing. Assemble the people—men, women and children, and 
the foreigners residing in your towns—so they can listen and learn to fear the Lord your God and 
follow carefully all the words of this law. Their children, who do not know this law, must hear it 
and learn to fear the Lord your God as long as you live in the land you are crossing the Jordan to 
possess.” 
 
Thought: 
 As Moses came to the end of his ministry, he told all Israel “Be strong and courageous. 
Do not be afraid or terrified.” Then, Moses called Joshua as the new leader and told him 
personally in front of all the people the same words: Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid, 
do not be discouraged. Once Israel crossed into the Promised Land, things would change. Moses 
would no longer be their leader. God would not guide them with a pillar of fire by night and a 
cloud by day. No longer would there be manna to collect in the morning and quail in the evening.  
 For forty years, God had led the people through Moses. Israel did not need to fight other 
nations, nor control their land. Each day, they moved their tents as God directed them. While 
they were going to fight the people in the Promised Land, God would still be with them. They 
might not see Him as they had in the past, yet God would keep His covenant with the people.  
 As God was faithful with keeping the covenant, Israel had their part of the covenant to 
keep. They were to read the word of God and follow what God had commanded them. Today, 
God may not be as visible as he was in Exodus, yet God is still with us. In fact, through Jesus 
Christ, God has given us His Holy Spirit. Further, we are called to share God’s word, grace and 
salvation with future generations. Pray for ways you can share your strength in the Lord with 
others.  
 
John 16:16-24 (NRSV) 
 Jesus went on to say, “In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little 
while you will see me.” 
 At this, some of his disciples said to one another, “What does he mean by saying, ‘In a 
little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me,’ and ‘Because I 
am going to the Father’?” They kept asking, “What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We don’t 
understand what he is saying.” 
 Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to them, “Are you asking one 
another what I meant when I said, ‘In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a 
little while you will see me’? Very truly I tell you, you will weep and mourn while the world 
rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy. A woman giving birth to a child has 
pain because her time has come; but when her baby is born, she forgets the anguish because of 
her joy that a child is born into the world. So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will see 
you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy. In that day you will no 
longer ask me anything. Very truly I tell you, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my 
name. Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and 
your joy will be complete. 
 
Thought:  
 Mark Twain is quoted as saying, “Only a baby likes change.” Even when the change is 
necessary or leads to something better, it is difficult to let go of what we know. Here, Jesus was 
telling them again about his upcoming death, resurrection and ascension. Jesus knew what was 
coming. The disciples could only focus on the pain and suffering.  
 Right now, we are going through many changes. And, at times, it is not comfortable. It 
would be nice to have the 20/20 hindsight of this entire pandemic, but we do not. And, the 



disciples entered the death of Jesus with fear and concern. Again, Jesus used a simple 
illustration, childbirth, to describe what would happen. The moment of childbirth is a painful 
process. Yet, it is quickly forgotten, and there is a joy of holding and having a newborn child. In 
Jesus’ death, resurrection and ascension, there will be a new birth, a new order. While the 
disciples would no longer be able to see Jesus as they had before, there will be a new relationship 
between God and humanity. A relationship that is open since the weight of sin has been lifted.  
 We do not know what changes will be made in the weeks and months ahead, but we do 
know that Jesus sits at the right hand of God the Father and wants to bring us complete joy.  
 
Prayer:  
 Eternal God, things are changing around us every day, yet you never change. Your love is 
constant and comes to us anew every morning. Fill us with the joy of salvation today. May we be 
open to your grace and direction for our lives. Through your death, resurrection and ascension, 
you have opened your kingdom for all who follow you. May we have strength and courage to 
deal with the changes in our lives and community.  
 Guiding Father, give wisdom and direction to our mayor, our governor, President Trump 
and all world leaders. May the day come when nations will not fight against each other, but work 
together to provide for your children. We pray for people dealing with this pandemic, with 
flooding and storms. Hear our prayers.  
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


