
Tuesday, May 5, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
 Psalm 100; Ezekiel 34:23-31; Hebrews 13:20-21 
 
Psalm 100 (NRSV) 
 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 
     Worship the Lord with gladness; 
     come into his presence with singing. 
 Know that the Lord is God. 
     It is he that made us, and we are his;  
     we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
 Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
     and his courts with praise. 
     Give thanks to him, bless his name. 
 For the Lord is good; 
     his steadfast love endures forever, 
     and his faithfulness to all generations. 
 
Thought: 
  Each day, we are told many things that are factual. Then, depending on your viewpoint, 
you can believe it or not. Our opinions seem to matter more than the facts. Maybe that is why I 
spend so little time on social media. People have their opinions on any subject. And, if you don’t 
agree with them, you are wrong, stupid, uneducated, ignorant, or something worse. We call it 
social media, but all too often the distance of a computer screen allows everyone to be less than 
social. Now, with social distancing, it is even easier to be less than social with people. We are 
acting different than we would in normal circumstances.  
 The psalmist calls us to know that the Lord is God. When we start with knowing that the 
Lord is God, we have the foundation for all other knowledge. The first thing we know if God is 
not, then we are not. We do not have the final answer—God does. And, God’s answer is that we 
are his people, the sheep of his pasture. We can rest assured that the Lord is God and we are his. 
Science may be able to tell us how we are made, but we know the one who made us. My college 
professor once told me “if we had a powerful enough microscope, we would see the initials “JC” 
on each of our cells.” God has made us and we are his. That is worthy of our worship and praise.  
 
Ezekiel 34:23-31 (NRSV) 
  I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall 
feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall 
be prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken. 
 I will make with them a covenant of peace and banish wild animals from the land, so that 
they may live in the wild and sleep in the woods securely. I will make them and the region 
around my hill a blessing; and I will send down the showers in their season; they shall be 
showers of blessing. The trees of the field shall yield their fruit, and the earth shall yield its 
increase. They shall be secure on their soil; and they shall know that I am the Lord, when I break 
the bars of their yoke, and save them from the hands of those who enslaved them. They shall no 
more be plunder for the nations, nor shall the animals of the land devour them; they shall live in 
safety, and no one shall make them afraid. I will provide for them a splendid vegetation so that 
they shall no more be consumed with hunger in the land, and no longer suffer the insults of the 
nations. They shall know that I, the Lord their God, am with them, and that they, the house of 



Israel, are my people, says the Lord God. You are my sheep, the sheep of my pasture and I am 
your God, says the Lord God. 
 
Thought: 
  Ezekiel speaks of the day when there will one prince for all people. When we read fairy 
tales of princes or kings, we get a picture of strength and power. The prince has everything he 
wants: knights to protect him, servants to prepare feasts for him, people providing everything for 
him. Ezekiel foretells of a prince that will not live up to the fairy tales, but one who serves as a 
shepherd. The prince will be a shepherd that is taking care of his sheep. It is not a prince that the 
people care for him, but he cares for his people.  
 At a time that the news is filled with fear and danger, it is important to note that God is 
with us and protects us from the danger and death. In Jesus Christ, God has made a new covenant 
with us that he will be with us in the midst of life. We do not need to be afraid; we need to trust 
that God is with us. This doesn’t mean that we won’t get sick, even that we won’t die. It does 
mean that sickness and death have the final answer. God is the one who makes us part of his 
family, invites us to trust in him, and live in the peace that he provides.  
 
 
Hebrews 13:20-21 (NRSV) 
 Now may the God of peace, who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make you complete in everything 
good so that you may do his will, working among us that which is pleasing in his sight, through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Thought:  
  In Jesus Christ, God gives us a peace. Peace means more than the end of conflict. Peace 
means healing and wholeness. Jesus has conquered the power of death by rising from the dead. 
We now have the new covenant that Ezekiel and the prophets foretold. This new covenant is 
sealed by the blood of Christ and is eternal. As a result, we are able to do God’s will. Like a child 
wanting to please their parents, we live to please God. The focus turns form us, to God. Our lives 
are to give God the glory forever and ever.  
 This is the benediction in the book of Hebrews. His final words are good words. Good 
words always have the final answer. God has given the final word. In Jesus Christ, we are able to 
do with is pleasing in God’s sight. Thanks be to God. Amen.  
 
Prayer:  
 Almighty God, through Jesus Christ, you have called us and claimed us as your children. 
You have provided all that we need for life and life eternal. Yet, all too often, we forget your 
grace of salvation. We don’t trust that you protect and provide for us. Forgive us our sins. Guide 
us to do your will, working in us everything that is pleasing in your sight.  
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


