
Wednesday, April 22, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
 Psalm 114; Jonah 2:1-10; Matthew 12:38-42 
 
Psalm 114 (NRSV) 
 When Israel went out from Egypt, 
     the house of Jacob from a people of strange language, 
 Judah became God’s sanctuary, 
     Israel his dominion. 
 The sea looked and fled; 
     Jordan turned back. 
 The mountains skipped like rams, 
     the hills like lambs. 
 Why is it, O sea, that you flee? 
     O Jordan, that you turn back? 
 O mountains, that you skip like rams? 
     O hills, like lambs? 
 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, 
     at the presence of the God of Jacob, 
 who turns the rock into a pool of water, 
     the flint into a spring of water. 
 
Thought: 
  I enjoy going on a drive or a bike ride on a clear day. It was only this past year that I 
realized you can see mountain peaks from Powerline Road just before dropping down the hill 
into Umatilla. When Janet and I biked outside Moro, we came around a corner and Mt. Adams 
was close enough it felt like we could touch it. Driving to Portland, we get glimpses of Mt. 
Hood. These mountains seem so permanent, so immovable. Yet, the Psalmist reminds us that 
even these are like lambs at play our rams with strength in the presence of the Lord. Nothing is 
immovable except God. Even the mountains will be moved, the hills made low, but the covenant 
of God’s grace will last forever. God does not change, and his covenantal promise will not 
waver. God will be faithful to His people. May we have faith to trust in God in the midst of the 
changing times.  
 
Jonah 2:1-10 (NRSV) 
 Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the belly of the fish, saying, 
 “I called to the Lord out of my distress, 
     and he answered me; 
 out of the belly of Sheol I cried, 
     and you heard my voice. 
 You cast me into the deep, 
     into the heart of the seas, 
     and the flood surrounded me; 
 all your waves and your billows 
     passed over me. 
 Then I said, ‘I am driven away 
     from your sight; 
 how shall I look again 



     upon your holy temple?’ 
 The waters closed in over me; 
     the deep surrounded me; 
 weeds were wrapped around my head 
     at the roots of the mountains. 
 I went down to the land 
     whose bars closed upon me forever; 
 yet you brought up my life from the Pit, 
     O Lord my God. 
 As my life was ebbing away, 
     I remembered the Lord; 
 and my prayer came to you, 
     into your holy temple. 
 Those who worship vain idols 
     forsake their true loyalty. 
 But I with the voice of thanksgiving 
     will sacrifice to you; 
 what I have vowed I will pay. 
     Deliverance belongs to the Lord!” 
 Then the Lord spoke to the fish, and it spewed Jonah out upon the dry land. 
 
Thought: 
  When God created the world in Genesis, it was described as order coming out of chaos 
and void. The one place that was still chaos was the depths of the sea. Until recently, nobody 
could survive the depths of the ocean. When Jonah offered to be thrown overboard, he was 
offering to thrown to his death. Even from the belly of the whale, Jonah knew that he had entered 
the depth of Sheol. He may still be alive physically, but in reality, he had already been buried 
into death. In the Exodus, God had parted the waters, and Israel past on dry ground. Now, in 
Jonah’s life, God had closed in the waters, it seemed all hope was gone.  
 Yet, from the depths, Jonah lived by faith in God. First, Jonah realized that God had 
placed him there. Jonah had been fleeing from God. God had cast him into the deep. When he 
looked at the situation around him, he said, “I am driven away from you, how can I look again on 
your temple?” He knew God had brought him here, and when he looked at the situation, he as 
overwhelmed. God had gotten his attention. 
 Then, Jonah “remembered the lord.’ He turned to prayer, and from the midst of the 
depths, he was in the presence of God. He was in God’s holy temple. When the focus switched 
from focusing on the situation to God, Jonah experienced the presence of the Lord. Jonah’s 
loyalty was to God. He knew that God would deliver him, maybe not in this life, but for sure in 
the life to come. From the point of death Jonah cried out, “Deliverance belongs to the Lord.”  
 May we have the faith of Jonah. As we may feel trapped at home. While the world 
around us look like chaos and void, when we have lost all hope in others, in ourselves, may we 
have faith to say, “deliverance belongs to the Lord.” When we have that faith, God delivers us 
from death to life anew. That new life may be in this world or in the world to come. In life and in 
death, we trust that we are in the presence of God and deliverance belongs to the Lord.   
 
Matthew 12:38-42 (NRSV) 
 Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to him, “Teacher, we wish to see a sign from 
you.” But he answered them, “An evil and adulterous generation asks for a sign, but no sign will 
be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For just as Jonah was three days and three 



nights in the belly of the sea monster, so for three days and three nights the Son of Man will be in 
the heart of the earth. The people of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation 
and condemn it, because they repented at the proclamation of Jonah, and see, something greater 
than Jonah is here! The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with this generation and 
condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to listen to the wisdom of Solomon, and 
see, something greater than Solomon is here! 
 
Thought:  
  People are always looking to prove something. Jesus had been ministering in Israel. He 
had bene healing the sick, raising the dead, calming the storms. Yet, people still wanted signs 
that they could see. They wanted proof for themselves. Jesus told them, tells us, that the only 
sign given will be the sign of Jonah. As Jonah was three days in the belly of the whale, so Jesus 
would be three days in the heart of the earth.  
 Those three days are important. In preaching, I focus on Jesus’ life and resurrection. 
There are events in Scripture that can be read and preached. So, we often hear events from Jesus’ 
life in Galilee, his final week, and then his appearances after rising from the dead. The event of 
death is just that. One event. For three days, Jesus was dead. Not much to talk about, not much to 
preach. In fact, when it comes to death, the most common experience is silence. There really is 
nothing to say.  
 Jesus told the scribes and Pharisees that this the sign that God was giving them. If they 
could see the sign, they would repent as quickly as the people of Nineveh. As Jonah had come 
back from the chaos of the sea, Jesus would come back from the chaos and void of death. If we 
can see the importance of Jesus death, and the power of the resurrection, we know that God can 
overcome all chaos.  
 
Prayer:  
 Almighty God, where can we go to escape your presence? If we go to Sheol, you are 
there. If we ascend to the heavens, you are there. As your word tells us, “neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” May we truly have faith that you are with us in the midst of the joys and chaos of our 
lives. May we experience your presence in our lives today.  
 Lord, as the nation begins to have hope in the opening up of the economy, may we have 
faith in you and your opening up of life and life eternal. May we find our true hope in your 
saving grace.  
 Loving God, we pray for people who need to experience your presence today. We pray 
for those dealing with health and physical needs. We also pray for those dealing with isolation 
and depression. Send your Spirit of salvation into these places of struggle. 
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


