
Monday, June 1, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
 Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Joel 2:18-29 &  
 Romans 8:18-24 
 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b (NRSV) 
 O Lord, how manifold are your works! 
     In wisdom you have made them all; 
     the earth is full of your creatures. 
 Yonder is the sea, great and wide, 
     creeping things innumerable are there, 
     living things both small and great. 
 There go the ships, 
     and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it. 
 These all look to you 
     to give them their food in due season; 
 when you give to them, they gather it up; 
     when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. 
 When you hide your face, they are dismayed; 
     when you take away their breath, they die 
     and return to their dust. 
 When you send forth your spirit, they are created; 
     and you renew the face of the ground. 
 May the glory of the Lord endure forever; 
     may the Lord rejoice in his works— 
 who looks on the earth and it trembles, 
     who touches the mountains and they smoke. 
 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; 
     I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 
 May my meditation be pleasing to him, 
     for I rejoice in the Lord. 
 Bless the Lord, O my soul. 
 Praise the Lord! 
 
Thought: 
 On Friday evening, Hermiston honored its graduates with a firework show on the Butte. 
It was a wonderful way to show our support to students whose senior year was cut short by the 
pandemic. Then, in the middle of the night, we had another firework show. The lightening and 
thunder was close enough it shock our houses and knocked out power. It was an incredible 
display of the power of creation. Then the wind came up. At church, we had six trees that came 
down. Across the area, hundreds of trees came down, some on houses and others on cars.  
 In the midst of the power of the storm, we experience the power of evil. The storm that 
happened here on Saturday early morning and afternoon brought destruction and damage. Over 
the past week, we have seen the storm of damage caused by the riots throughout the United 
States. In the midst of the storm, we need to state evil for what it is.  
 The psalmist wrote, “There go the ships, and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it.” 
Leviathan is a mythical dragon that represents the enemy. In Hebrew thought, below the surface 
of the ocean was chaos and void. There is not order, there is evil. This is the place where creation 



was still being formed. In the midst of this was Leviathan, the enemy of anyone on the water. If 
all things are created by God, this includes the enemy, evil. The world before the fall did not 
include these threats to humanity. As a result of sin, at times, we come face to face with evil.  
 Hebrews 4 tells us: “For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart.” In Jesus Christ, God has overcome the evil. God’s Spirit 
gives life in the midst of the storm. It takes a storm to bring about creation. By His Spirit, new 
life comes into existence. May God be about something new in the midst of the storms we are 
facing today.  
 
Joel 2:18-29 (NRSV) 
 Then the Lord became jealous for his land, 
     and had pity on his people. 
 In response to his people the Lord said: 
 I am sending you 
     grain, wine, and oil, 
     and you will be satisfied; 
 and I will no more make you 
     a mockery among the nations. 
 I will remove the northern army far from you, 
     and drive it into a parched and desolate land, 
 its front into the eastern sea, 
     and its rear into the western sea; 
 its stench and foul smell will rise up. 
     Surely he has done great things! 
 Do not fear, O soil; 
     be glad and rejoice, 
     for the Lord has done great things! 
 Do not fear, you animals of the field, 
     for the pastures of the wilderness are green; 
 the tree bears its fruit, 
     the fig tree and vine give their full yield. 
 O children of Zion, be glad 
     and rejoice in the Lord your God; 
 for he has given the early rain for your vindication, 
     he has poured down for you abundant rain, 
     the early and the later rain, as before. 
 The threshing floors shall be full of grain, 
     the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 
 I will repay you for the years 
     that the swarming locust has eaten, 
 the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, 
     my great army, which I sent against you. 
 You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, 
     and praise the name of the Lord your God, 
     who has dealt wondrously with you. 
 And my people shall never again be put to shame. 
 You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, 



     and that I, the Lord, am your God and there is no other. 
 And my people shall never again be put to shame. 
 Then afterward 
     I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; 
 your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
     your old men shall dream dreams, 
     and your young men shall see visions. 
 Even on the male and female slaves, 
     in those days, I will pour out my spirit. 
 
Thought: 
  In response to the way the followers of God were treated, Bod had promised that they 
would return to the land flowing with milk and honey. They would be able to live in abundance. 
There would be grain, oil and wine. The people would be able to live in the safety of the Lord.  
 Then, God would pour out his spirit on all flesh. God would no longer be far off. God 
would be near. God would be within his people. At Pentecost, we celebrate that God is with us, 
guiding us. The children will prophesy and speak to where God will be leading people. Both the 
old and the young will have a vision of something new. With the events of this past week, 
followers of Jesus Christ need to spend time seeking God’s vision for our future. Years ago, 
Martin Luther King Jr. said, “Sunday morning is the most segregated hour of the week.” Sadly, 
that is still true today. Another said, “People like the idea of diversity. They just don’t like being 
around different people.” 
 Maybe we need a vision that is different, where we see people as different as brothers and 
sisters in Christ. May we dream together of ways that we can build paths instead of walls 
between each other. A while ago, I was simply writing my thoughts and came up with the 
following: 
 Life is built by brinks (experiences) 
 They can build bridges or walls 
 When you are ready to build bridges 
 Let me know 
 Here is another brink 
 What to build 
 Maybe we can take down the walls 
 And start building a bridge 
 
 We all are given brinks. How is God calling you to use yours today? 
  
 
Romans 8:18-24 (NRSV) 
 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory 
about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 
children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of 
the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay 
and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation 
has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who 
have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of 
our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for 
what is seen? 
 



Thought:  
 27 years ago today, Janet and I met our son Philip for the first time. After a long time of 
planning, and a long day of labor we held our wonderful son in our hands. As with all three of 
our children, the moment I held Philip for the first time, I prayed over and for him. At the point 
of birth, there is the miracle of life when the child takes the first breathe.  
 Paul used this image of labor and childbirth to speak about what God is doing. The world 
is always moving toward bondage and futility. In the midst of decay and death, God brings new 
life. A life where we are adopted and redeemed by Jesus Christ. We live in this time of an 
already and a not yet. Jesus has died, risen and ascended into heaven. God’s Spirit has been 
poured out upon us. We have a taste of the life God offers. Yet, we groan for the day when glory 
of God is seen. When the full freedom of life and life eternal is experienced. We have faith in 
God’s salvation, and we long for God’s glory to be on full display.  
 
Prayer:  
 Almighty God, heal our land. Heal our land from the pandemic and from the hatred that 
divides your children. May your spirit breathe throughout our land and give us a taste of your 
eternal life. Open the crevices of our hearts that remain darkened by sin and hatred. Shine your 
light of love upon us and show us how to truly love people who are different than us. Through 
the death of your son, you overcame the power of sin and evil. Be at work to overcome it in our 
lives today and in our land.  
 Loving God, give us a vision for our community. Give us hands to do your work, voices 
to speak your truth, feet to walk where you are calling us, and eyes to see your compassion for 
new life. Lord, hear our prayer.  
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


