
Tuesday, May 19, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
 Psalm 93; Deuteronomy 5:22-33; 1 Peter 3:8-12 
 
Psalm 93 (NRSV) 
 The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty; 
     the Lord is robed, he is girded with strength. 
 He has established the world; it shall never be moved; 
     your throne is established from of old; 
     you are from everlasting. 
 The floods have lifted up, O Lord, 
     the floods have lifted up their voice; 
     the floods lift up their roaring. 
 More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, 
     more majestic than the waves of the sea, 
     majestic on high is the Lord! 
 Your decrees are very sure; 
     holiness befits your house, 
     O Lord, forevermore. 
 
Thought: 
  Yesterday we had a glimpse of the power of water. Sitting out on the back patio, Janet 
and I watched the lightening, listened to the thunder, then rushed inside as the heavy rains fell. 
Within moments, the street looked more like a river than a road. Around town basements dealt 
with flooding. Within minutes, nearly an inch of rain fell. And, this was just a glimpse. On 
Wednesday, Tropical Cyclone Amphan will make landfall in India and Bangladesh.  
 Psalm 93 uses the mighty waves as an image of God’s power. God’s power is greater 
than the power of the storm, mightier than the waves. Yet, God uses His power not to bring 
destruction. God’s power holds things together. God has established the world, making it 
immovable. God’s creation is the throne that displays the power of God. He is the only one 
worthy of our praise.  
 
 
Deuteronomy 5:22-33 (NRSV) 
 These words the Lord spoke with a loud voice to your whole assembly at the mountain, 
out of the fire, the cloud, and the thick darkness, and he added no more. He wrote them on two 
stone tablets, and gave them to me. When you heard the voice out of the darkness, while the 
mountain was burning with fire, you approached me, all the heads of your tribes and your elders; 
and you said, “Look, the Lord our God has shown us his glory and greatness, and we have heard 
his voice out of the fire. Today we have seen that God may speak to someone and the person 
may still live. So now why should we die? For this great fire will consume us; if we hear the 
voice of the Lord our God any longer, we shall die. For who is there of all flesh that has heard 
the voice of the living God speaking out of fire, as we have, and remained alive? Go near, you 
yourself, and hear all that the Lord our God will say. Then tell us everything that the Lord our 
God tells you, and we will listen and do it.” 
 The Lord heard your words when you spoke to me, and the Lord said to me: “I have 
heard the words of this people, which they have spoken to you; they are right in all that they have 
spoken. If only they had such a mind as this, to fear me and to keep all my commandments 



always, so that it might go well with them and with their children forever! Go say to them, 
‘Return to your tents.’ But you, stand here by me, and I will tell you all the commandments, the 
statutes and the ordinances, that you shall teach them, so that they may do them in the land that I 
am giving them to possess.” You must therefore be careful to do as the Lord your God has 
commanded you; you shall not turn to the right or to the left. You must follow exactly the path 
that the Lord your God has commanded you, so that you may live, and that it may go well with 
you, and that you may live long in the land that you are to possess. 
 
Thought: 
  Hearing the voice of God out of the fire, cloud and darkness brought fear. They had seen 
God in his glory, more powerful than anything else in all God’s creation. To hear God voice, it 
felt like a great fire that would consume them. This is what the fear of the Lord means. We hear 
of his power and strength, and through God’s grace we are still alive. With the life God has given 
them, they asked Moses to go into the presence of God and bring back to them the spoken word 
of God. It is this fear that God wished the people would have as they listened to the 
commandments God would give them.  
 The commandments are the first rules the nation of Israel had after leaving Egypt. God 
gave them to the people in order that “it might go well with them and with their children.” All 
too often, we think of God’s commandments as a burden to live by. God gave them in order that 
we will flourish and thrive in the place God has put us. These are words of grace and guidance 
from God. God calls us to follow straight on the path of God’s word.  
 
 
1 Peter 3:8-12 (NRSV) 
 Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love for one another, a tender heart, 
and a humble mind. Do not repay evil for evil or abuse for abuse; but, on the contrary, repay with 
a blessing. It is for this that you were called—that you might inherit a blessing. For 
 “Those who desire life 
     and desire to see good days, 
 let them keep their tongues from evil 
     and their lips from speaking deceit; 
 let them turn away from evil and do good; 
     let them seek peace and pursue it. 
 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, 
     and his ears are open to their prayer. 
 But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 
 
Thought:  
 Peter calls us to be a blessing to others. Jesus has called us to love our enemies. One way 
we can do that is be a blessing to them. It is easy to have a sharp tongue, a sarcastic word, an 
instant comeback when someone attacks you. Peter calls us to call it evil and realize that we do 
not repay evil with evil. That gets us nowhere. Instead of entering the fight, Peter calls us be a 
blessing. When we show blessings to others, it is in response to the blessing God has shown to 
us. God’s face shines upon us and God hears our prayers.  
 The characteristics that help us to be a blessing are “Be agreeable, be sympathetic, be 
loving, be compassionate, be humble” (The Message translation of verse 8). We may want to 
say, “but I am not this way, I don’t have these qualities.” When we are converted, god adopted us 
as His children and has given us His Holy Spirit. God dwells within us and the seed of these 



qualities dwell within us ready to flourish and grow. When we trust in the grace of God, we are 
able have these traits and be a blessing to others.  
 
Prayer:  
 Holy Lord, only through your grace are we able to come into your presence. You have 
blessed us and call us to be a blessing to others. Please forgive us when we are short tempered or 
have a quick tongue. Grow within us the seeds of compassion, unity of spirit, love and humility. 
In the midst of storms in relationships, remind us of your steadfast love and blessing.  
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


