
Monday, March 23, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 

Psalm 146; Isaiah 59:9-19; Acts 9:1-20 
 
 
Psalm 146 (NRSV) 

1 Praise the Lord! 
    Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
2 I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 
    I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 
3 Do not put your trust in princes, 
    in mortals, in whom there is no help. 
4 When their breath departs, they return to the earth; 
    on that very day their plans perish. 
5 Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
    whose hope is in the Lord their God, 
6 who made heaven and earth, 
    the sea, and all that is in them; 
who keeps faith forever; 
7     who executes justice for the oppressed; 
    who gives food to the hungry. 
The Lord sets the prisoners free; 
8     the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. 
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
    the Lord loves the righteous. 
9 The Lord watches over the strangers; 
    he upholds the orphan and the widow, 
    but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
10 The Lord will reign forever, 
    your God, O Zion, for all generations. 
Praise the Lord! 
 

Thought: 
This psalm is a prayer for the faithful to put their trust in the lord. During difficult times, we may 
think our help can come from leaders. At times it does, but the help we need comes from God. 
Take time to pray this psalm making it first person. (verse 5: “Lord, I am happy for my help is 
the God of Jacob, my hope is in the Lord my God.) 

 
Isaiah 59:9-19 (NRSV) 

9 Therefore justice is far from us, 
    and righteousness does not reach us; 
we wait for light, and lo! there is darkness; 
    and for brightness, but we walk in gloom. 
10 We grope like the blind along a wall, 
    groping like those who have no eyes; 



we stumble at noon as in the twilight, 
    among the vigorous as though we were dead. 
11 We all growl like bears; 
    like doves we moan mournfully. 
We wait for justice, but there is none; 
    for salvation, but it is far from us. 
12 For our transgressions before you are many, 
    and our sins testify against us. 
Our transgressions indeed are with us, 
    and we know our iniquities: 
13 transgressing, and denying the Lord, 
    and turning away from following our God, 
talking oppression and revolt, 
    conceiving lying words and uttering them from the heart. 
14 Justice is turned back, 
    and righteousness stands at a distance; 
for truth stumbles in the public square, 
    and uprightness cannot enter. 
15 Truth is lacking, 
    and whoever turns from evil is despoiled. 
The Lord saw it, and it displeased him 
    that there was no justice. 
16 He saw that there was no one, 
    and was appalled that there was no one to intervene; 
so his own arm brought him victory, 
    and his righteousness upheld him. 
17 He put on righteousness like a breastplate, 
    and a helmet of salvation on his head; 
he put on garments of vengeance for clothing, 
    and wrapped himself in fury as in a mantle. 
18 According to their deeds, so will he repay; 
    wrath to his adversaries, requital to his enemies; 
    to the coastlands he will render requital. 
19 So those in the west shall fear the name of the Lord, 
    and those in the east, his glory; 
for he will come like a pent-up stream 
    that the wind of the Lord drives on. 
 

Thought:  
The daily lectionary allows one to read through most of the passages of the Bible in three years. 
It is interesting that this text is from Isaiah. Part of me hears God call for the nation, for the world 
to turn or return to Him. God calls us to fear the name of the Lord. Fear, in a biblical sense, is to 
hold in high honor or pay respect. Isaiah is telling us that God remembers our transgressions, 
God knows our sins. Yet, through Jesus Christ, we have a mediator that allows us to approach 
the throne of grace ask for forgiveness and know we are forgiven. May we truly fear the Lord.  
 



Acts 9:1-20 (NRSV) 
1 Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, 

went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he 
found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to 
Jerusalem. 3 Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from 
heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, 
why do you persecute me?” 5 He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, 
whom you are persecuting. 6 But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to 
do.” 7 The men who were traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but 
saw no one. 8 Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; 
so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 For three days he was without 
sight, and neither ate nor drank. 

10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a 
vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to 
the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this 
moment he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his 
hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard 
from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; 14 and here he 
has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.” 15 But the Lord said to 
him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and 
kings and before the people of Israel; 16 I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the 
sake of my name.” 17 So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, 
“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you 
may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately something like 
scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, 19 and after 
taking some food, he regained his strength. 

For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20 and immediately he began to 
proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 

 
Thought:  

I recently preached on this passage, after my trip to Turkey and Greece. I was about 20 
miles from where this event took place. The roads outside ancient Antioch allowed me to 
meditate on Saul’s conversion. Saul (later to be known as Paul) was spending all his energy 
running away from God, thinking he was serving him. After Jesus spoke to Saul, Jesus also 
needed to convert Ananias’ way of thinking. Yet, how quickly Ananias changed from fearing 
Saul to calling him “brother.” When Saul was called brother, the scales fell from his eyes and he 
was able to see again, see anew. May we have the faith to trust God completely, as displayed by 
Saul and Ananias, and call others brother and sister in Christ.  

 
Prayer:  
 Almighty God, you are the creator of the universe. All we see, all we know comes form 
you. Open our eyes to see your world as you see it. May we be filled with compassion for those 
who are blind and cannot see, for those who are prisoners and cannot taste freedom, for those 
who are on the wrong road seeking vengeance. May we see where we are blind, imprisoned and 
wrong. Forgive us, and lead us to straight street.  



 Lord, today, we pray for your world. We pray for every nation that is dealing with this 
virus. May we have faith that you are at work even in the midst of the pain, suffering and chaos. 
We pray for world leaders. Give them wise counsel to lead their people. May this be a time that 
they are humbled and experience your saving grace. May they know that salvation comes from 
you and you alone.  
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


