
Monday, May 18, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
 Psalm 93; Genesis 9:8-17; Acts 27:39-44 
 
Psalm 93 (NRSV) 
 The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty; 
     the Lord is robed, he is girded with strength. 
 He has established the world; it shall never be moved; 
     your throne is established from of old; 
     you are from everlasting. 
 The floods have lifted up, O Lord, 
     the floods have lifted up their voice; 
     the floods lift up their roaring. 
 More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, 
     more majestic than the waves of the sea, 
     majestic on high is the Lord! 
 Your decrees are very sure; 
     holiness befits your house, 
     O Lord, forevermore. 
 
Thought: 
 God is king. He is ruling his creation. All too often, it is easy to think others are ruling the 
world. Presidents, governors, the United Nations, are the ones ruling the world. Laws are made 
that most nations follow while others break. The Psalmist reminds us that God is the king, God is 
ruling his creation. While the world may change, it is immoveable. God has set it in his creation 
to revolve around the sun. If we could listen, we would hear the creation, from the mountains to 
the ocean following the laws God has already set in place. God is more majestic, more powerful 
than anything in all creation. May we trust that God is ruling his creation.    
 
Genesis 9:8-17 (NRSV) 
 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my 
covenant with you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with 
you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came 
out of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the 
waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is 
the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with 
you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the 
covenant between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in 
the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of 
all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in 
the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living 
creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that 
I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 
 
Thought: 
 The passages of Noah are the first place God used the word “covenant” to describe his 
relationship between himself and his creation. Usually, a covenant involves two people or groups 
that make mutual agreements. This past weekend, Thomas and Olivia entered a covenant of 



marriage. Both made promises to each other and sealed the covenant with the exchanging of 
rings. This is the pattern of a covenant: two parties, two commitments, and a sign of the 
covenant.  
 After the flood, God makes a covenant with Noah and all creation. God promises to never 
flood the entire earth again. God has used His power to destroy and will never go to that extent 
again. The rainbow will be a sign of the covenant. After a storm, the rainbow is the promise that 
the storm has passed. Complete destruction has not happened. To us, the rainbow looks like an 
arch that touches the ground. From above, the rainbow forms a complete circle. After the storm, 
God looks through the circle and sees that his covenant has no end. God’s view of the world is 
looking through the circle of the sign of his promises.  
 What is missing in this covenant is the promises of Noah and all creation. This covenant 
is built on God’s grace. God will not use his power to destroy his creation. There is nothing that 
people or creation can do to break this covenant. It is not based on what we do, it is based on 
God’s love and faithfulness to his creation. Whenever you see a rainbow, give thanks to God for 
his grace and love.  
 
Acts 27:39-44 (NRSV) 
 In the morning they did not recognize the land, but they noticed a bay with a beach, on 
which they planned to run the ship ashore, if they could. So they cast off the anchors and left 
them in the sea. At the same time they loosened the ropes that tied the steering-oars; then 
hoisting the foresail to the wind, they made for the beach. But striking a reef, they ran the ship 
aground; the bow stuck and remained immovable, but the stern was being broken up by the force 
of the waves. The soldiers’ plan was to kill the prisoners, so that none might swim away and 
escape; but the centurion, wishing to save Paul, kept them from carrying out their plan. He 
ordered those who could swim to jump overboard first and make for the land, and the rest to 
follow, some on planks and others on pieces of the ship. And so it was that all were brought 
safely to land. 
 
Thought:  
 God had told Paul that nobody would die from this shipwreck. For a moment, it looked 
like the soldiers would kill all the prisoners. This was the requirement. If a prisoner escaped, 
even form a tragedy, the soldier would be killed. In the fear of shipwreck, the soldier was 
protecting his life as much as possible. Image the scene: stuck on a reef, the waves battering the 
ship and breaking it into pieces. Everyone is filled with fear. Few knew how to swim. Most died 
when there was a shipwreck. Even the few that would survive would be on an island that was not 
under Roman rule. For the soldiers, the safest thing to do was kill the prisoners.  
 Yet, the commander, the centurion, wanted to save Paul. He did not want Paul to be 
killed. So, he ordered those few who knew how to swim to swim to shore. Then, as the ship 
broke up, everyone else would grab a plank, or a crate, anything that they could hold onto and 
hope they would survive. In the end, everyone made it safely to shore. God’s promise had bene 
fulfilled. Even with the shipwreck, Paul would continue on his journey to Rome.  
 There are times that we feel life is a shipwreck. Nothing has gone right. Even so, God 
brings along others who help fulfill God’s promises. God has a plan for your life, may we see 
God’s helpers in the midst of the storms.  
 
Prayer:  
 Almighty God, we join with all creation to give you praise and glory. You have made a 
covenant to care for your creation, and we are thankful. We give you praise for your ruling over 
all creation and over our lives. Guide us to live as your people and follow the covenants you 



have made with us. We give you thanks for the rainbow and your promises to keep the storms 
from completely destroying the earth.  
 Loving God, we give you thanks for the signs of your covenant within our lives. May we 
live by the covenants we make. Loving God, we pray for our nation and your world as we 
continue to deal with this pandemic. At times, it seems like a flood that will destroy the world. 
Remind us of your faithfulness and promises. Guide world leaders as your servants to care for 
your creation.   
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


