
Friday, April 24, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
 Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; Isaiah 25:6-9 &  
 Luke 14:12-14 
 
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 (NRSV) 
 I love the Lord, because he has heard 
     my voice and my supplications. 
 Because he inclined his ear to me, 
     therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 
 The snares of death encompassed me; 
     the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; 
     I suffered distress and anguish. 
 Then I called on the name of the Lord: 
     “O Lord, I pray, save my life!” 
 What shall I return to the Lord 
     for all his bounty to me? 
 I will lift up the cup of salvation 
     and call on the name of the Lord, 
 I will pay my vows to the Lord 
     in the presence of all his people. 
 Precious in the sight of the Lord 
     is the death of his faithful ones. 
 O Lord, I am your servant; 
     I am your servant, the child of your serving girl. 
     You have loosed my bonds. 
 I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice 
     and call on the name of the Lord. 
 I will pay my vows to the Lord 
     in the presence of all his people, 
 in the courts of the house of the Lord, 
     in your midst, O Jerusalem. 
 Praise the Lord! 
 
Thought: 
  May our prayer today be, “O Lord, I am your servant.” In forgiving our sins through the 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus, our bonds of sin and death have been broken. In response, 
our lives are living sacrifices to God. As 1 Peter 2 states, “like living stones, let yourselves be 
built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ.” Our lives are the temple where God’s Spirit dwells.  
 We are to call on the name of the Lord. As I have been preparing my sermon for Sunday 
out of the prophet Joel, this phrase has stood out. The commentary I am reading states, “to call 
on God’s name means to worship God (Gen. 12:8), to acknowledge that we belong to him alone 
(Isa. 12:2-4; 44:4 Ps. 105:1; Zech. 13:9), and to depend on him for all life and good (Prov. 18:10; 
Zech. 2:5).” Calling on God’s name is not something that is done in desperation during times of 



need, but part of a life dependent on God. Calling on the name of the Lord is a fruit of being a 
living sacrifice. Throughout the joys and struggles, the bad times and the good, in the midst of all 
people, we “praise the Lord.” 
 
Isaiah 25: 6-9 (NRSV) 
 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples 
     a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 
     of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 
 And he will destroy on this mountain 
     the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
     the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
     he will swallow up death forever. 
 Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
     and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
     for the Lord has spoken. 
 It will be said on that day, 
     Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
     This is the Lord for whom we have waited; 
     let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
 
Thought: 
  Isaiah 25 is a praise to God for His faithfulness. God will bring to ruins the prideful and 
powerful. God will care for his people. God will be faithful and worthy of our praise. By the 
strength of the Lord, the cities created by people will be in ruins and the city of God will have a 
great feast.  
 This feast is the image of the great table in kingdom of God. Communion is a 
foreshadowing of this great feast. For us to understand how great God’s grace is for His people, 
the prophet has the feast with the best wines, the finest cuts of meat, a table overflowing. All 
tears will be dried and the Lord satisfies all needs.  
 This is the hope we are looking for in the future. It is not simply the reopening of the 
economy, it is when God is the one providing for us everything we need. Where we are in the 
presence of the Lord. When you are discouraged, hear the word of the Lord: “This is the Lord for 
whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 
 
 Luke 14:12-14 (NRSV) 
  He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do 
not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may 
invite you in return, and you would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the 
crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for 
you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 
 
Thought:  
  Jesus has just been invited to someone’s house for dinner, and now he is addressing the 
host telling him who not to invite. We read a passage like this and do one of two things. First, we 
ignore it and move on. Second, we try to have Jesus say something he didn’t. If we really 



followed this, we couldn’t have church potlucks, Thanksgiving dinner, or wedding receptions. 
And Jesus wouldn’t have said that, so it must just be an overstatement.  
 What Jesus said is every human heart has a tendency to live by the rule or reciprocity. We 
want life to be comfortable. We don’t want to give of ourselves unless we receive some kind of 
reward in the near future. Jesus tells us that when we invite a friend to dinner who will repay us, 
we have received our reward. Jesus wants us to live our eternal lives now. We should not be 
seeking our earthly reward. We should be thinking of the eternal reward. 
 Part of that is hearing the phrase, “well done, good and faithful servant.” Yet, part of it is 
living as followers of Jesus Christ in this world. Jesus came for the poor, the crippled, the lame 
and the blind. We are to show God’s grace to others who cannot repay us. Right now, we cannot 
invite people to dinner. Yet, we can donate to Agape House or other needs. Agape House is still 
giving out backpacks. I was told there is need for Top Ramen, Mac & Cheese, and Chicken 
Noodle Soup.  
 Throughout this chapter, Jesus is calling us to be generous without drawing attention to 
ourselves. May you find a way this week to share the generous love of God with others.  
 
Prayer:  
 Living God, it has been another week of sheltering in place. We continue to live in a 
different time than we have ever known. Show us how to live, not for today, but as children of 
your kingdom. May we live with generosity toward others out of the abundant love you have 
shown us. May our lives display the grace you have shown to us.  
 Almighty God, we pray for the afflicted today. Send your healing power of salvation to 
the men and women suffering from disease, sickness and death. Send your wisdom to scientists, 
doctors, nurses and medical staff as they fight this enemy. In Jesus Christ, you have conquered 
the enemy of death, give us faith to trust you in the midst of this pandemic. We pray for our 
country. May this be a time to end division and work for the common good. May we learn to 
have faith in you and you alone.   
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


