
Monday, May 4, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
  Psalm 100; Ezekiel 34:17-23; 1 Peter 5:1-5 
 
Psalm 100 (NRSV) 
 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 
     Worship the Lord with gladness; 
     come into his presence with singing. 
 Know that the Lord is God. 
     It is he that made us, and we are his;  
     we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
 Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
     and his courts with praise. 
     Give thanks to him, bless his name. 
 For the Lord is good; 
     his steadfast love endures forever, 
     and his faithfulness to all generations. 
 
Thought: 
  This is one of my favorite Psalms. I have to be careful that I don’t use it too often as a 
call to worship. When we come into the presence of the Lord, we are joining with all creation. 
We are able to hear creation make a joyful noise when we pause and listen to the wind, listen to 
the birds, listen to the rain. God’s glory is on display in creation, we call this natural revelation. 
We can see God’s handiwork wherever we look. When I am on a walk or riding my bicycle, I 
often think about how everything around me is making a joyful noise to the Lord.  
 This wonderful Psalm calls us enter the presence of God. God is present with us wherever 
we are. God has created us and is forming us into His holy temple. We just need to be mindful to 
enter His presence. When we enter, we are making a joyful noise with our singing and worship. 
Worship simply means to reverence, honor, and adore the Lord. When we worship, we shift our 
focus from ourselves and others to the one worthy of our praise. Each day, whether we are at 
home, outside, our in the sanctuary, may we make a joyful noise to the Lord.  
 
Ezekiel 34:17-23 (NRSV) 
 As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord God: I shall judge between sheep and sheep, 
between rams and goats: Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture, but you must tread 
down with your feet the rest of your pasture? When you drink of clear water, must you foul the 
rest with your feet? And must my sheep eat what you have trodden with your feet, and drink 
what you have fouled with your feet? 
 Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and 
the lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals 
with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no 
longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 
 I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall 
feed them and be their shepherd. 
 



Thought: 
  The prophet brings God’s judgment to the nation. His image is a common image. Even 
though we know little about sheep and shepherds, this one needs little explanation. Sheep do not 
trample all the grass so that other sheep cannot eat. Sheep do not drink from the waterhole and 
then kick up the dirt to keep others from drinking. Yet, that is the image God is using to describe 
Israel. A few are making it so others are not able to eat and drink. They are getting fatter while 
the poor are weak.  
 God tells us that it is the scattered and weak that are part of his flock. The issue isn’t that 
some are able to eat and drink, but that they force others out. They are not willing to share the 
bounty of God’s creation with others. They think it is for themselves. If I drink and then dirty the 
water, there will be water tomorrow when I need it. The weak will scatter looking for water 
elsewhere, and my supply will be safe. God wants the sheep to think of others as much, or even 
more than themselves.  
 Over the last few months, we have seen grocery store shelves empty of toilet paper, hand 
sanitizer, baby wipes, anything that people could horde. In the days to come, there is concern 
about the meat supply in our nation. In a week or two, there will probably be other shortages in 
the supply chain. Some will horde and not worry about others.  
 The one who came as a shepherd over us, calls us to share with those in need. Right now 
is a time when we can help supply Agape House. Taking items needed for the weekly backpack 
program (mac & cheese, chicken noodle soup, top ramen, crackers) is needed now. If, while you 
are shopping, you pick some up and need it delivered, please give me a call. I will stop by and 
take it to Agape House.  
 
1 Peter 5:1-5 (NRSV) 
 Now as an elder myself and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as one who 
shares in the glory to be revealed, I exhort the elders among you to tend the flock of God that is 
in your charge, exercising the oversight, not under compulsion but willingly, as God would have 
you do it—not for sordid gain but eagerly. Do not lord it over those in your charge, but be 
examples to the flock. And when the chief shepherd appears, you will win the crown of glory 
that never fades away. In the same way, you who are younger must accept the authority of the 
elders. And all of you must clothe yourselves with humility in your dealings with one another, 
for “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” 
 
Thought:  
 “Clothe yourself with humility in your dealings with one another.” How much different 
our community would be if simply everyone lived by this adage. Peter calls all of us to humble 
ourselves. Humble love defines our relationship with one another. This humility is only possible 
when we remember the grace of Jesus Christ. It is not by our works, or our qualities. God choose 
us by grace. When we realize the full amount of God’s sacrifice, we live in humility toward one 
another.  
 While this passage is addressed primarily to elders and leaders in the church, it speaks to 
all of us. We are to look at those God has placed in our care and serve them as God has cared for 
us. We are to live by example, clothed in humility. Whomever is under your care, shepherd them 
with love as Jesus shepherds you.  
 
Prayer:  



  Almighty God, we enter your presence with joy and gladness. We join all your creation 
singing of your glory. You and you alone are worthy of our praise. As we begin this week, may 
we worship you in all we say of do. Guide us through the week on how we can be your people. 
Show us people we can serve in your name. Remind us to love for others as you have loved us. 
May we live by the example you have shown us in Jesus Christ.  
 As we enter another week of pandemic, we pray for those who are serving you as first 
responders, nurses, doctors and medical providers. We pray for the elderly and most vulnerable 
during this time. May your Holy Spirit protect them in your loving care. We long for the day 
when we can gather together and give you all praise and glory.  
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 


