
Monday, April 27, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
 Psalm 134; Genesis 18:1-14 & 1 Peter 1:23-25 
 
Psalm 134 (NRSV) 
 Come, bless the Lord, all you servants of the Lord, 
     who stand by night in the house of the Lord! 
 Lift up your hands to the holy place, 
     and bless the Lord. 
 May the Lord, maker of heaven and earth, 
     bless you from Zion. 
 
Thought: 
  This is one of the shortest Psalms in the Bible. When this Psalm was written, the Temple 
was guarded at night by the night watch. These were priests would make sure that all was safe 
and right around the Temple. They would also perform the necessary Priestly duties such as 
keeping candles lit and filled with oil. One priest would be in charge of the watch. He would 
walk around the 21 stations and greet the groups of priests. If one had fallen asleep, the priest 
could hit him with his staff or light his cloak on fire. The cloak would be rolled up as a pillow. 
 This psalm may be the chant and answering chant of the priests. In verse one, it is to the 
servants of the Lord. By the end, it is in the singular. The leader of the guard would say, “Come, 
bless the Lord all you servants of the Lord who stand by night in the house of the Lord. Lift up 
your hands to the holy place, and bless the Lord.” The group would respond, “May the Lord, 
maker of heaven and earth, bless you from Zion.”  
 Now, all Christians are part of the priesthood of all believers (1 Peter 2:5). We are all 
called to lift our hands to praise the Lord. While it is easy to get caught up in daily living, 
helping in ministry or doing ministry, we need to remember to give praise to God. And, when we 
come across one another, we can share God’s blessing with one another.  
 
Genesis 18:1-14 (NRSV) 
 The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent 
in the heat of the day. He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, 
he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. He said, “My lord, if 
I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. Let a little water be brought, and wash your 
feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh 
yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, 
“Do as you have said.” And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready 
quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” Abraham ran to the herd, and 
took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. Then he took 
curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them 
under the tree while they ate. 
 They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” Then 
one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” And 
Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah were old, 
advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women. So Sarah laughed to 



herself, saying, “After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have pleasure?” The 
Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I 
am old?’ Is anything too wonderful for the Lord? At the set time I will return to you, in due 
season, and Sarah shall have a son.” 
 
Thought: 
  Abraham had waited 30 years for his son to be born. God had promised in Genesis 12 
that Abraham and Sarah would have a son. Yet, they had to wait 30 years. By the time of this 
visit, it seems Sarah had given up hope in God’s promise. Even so, God is faithful and keeps his 
promises. It is easier when we hear the promises of God to think they will be answered in a 
moment. It would have been easy for Abraham and Sarah to have a child years earlier. Now, they 
are seeing the miracle of God bringing life to them when least expected.  
 Years ago, a seminary friend was diagnosed with brain cancer. At age 28, she started a 
journey through surgery, chemo, more surgery, more chemo. This lasted for over 5 years and 25 
surgeries. They had planned on having a family. Now the doctors told her that as a result of the 
chemotherapy, she would never have children. About five years later, she gave birth to her 
daughter. She called her “Grace.” God had remembered and shown her and her husband grace.  
 This is the message of Abraham and Sarah. God remembered his promise and given them 
a child. God had shown his grace. Each day, God shows up and shows us grace. If only we have 
eyes to see the grace of God.  
 
1 Peter 1:23-25 (NRSV) 
 You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living 
and enduring word of God.  For 
 “All flesh is like grass 
     and all its glory like the flower of grass. 
 The grass withers, 
     and the flower falls, 
 but the word of the Lord endures forever.” 
 That word is the good news that was announced to you. 
 
Thought:  
 This past week, Janet has finished planting the garden. Now, we watch the new plants 
grow. We haven’t seen much growth yet. The arugula and nasturtiums were the first to sprout. In 
the weeks to come the plants will grow and produce fruit until the first frost in the fall. Each 
year, we go through the pattern of planting, growing, collecting produce, and finally cleaning off 
the dead plants. We know this is the cycle of life.  
 Peter tells us that while this is the cycle of life, God has broken in and changed the 
outcome. Peter would be one to know. It was by grace that Jesus said, “Go tell the disciples, and 
Peter that I go before them.” Jesus had given peter new life out of the pain of death and denial. 
By God’s grace, we have been born anew to life eternal, to an imperishable life.  
 While we continue to look at the life cycle of the grass withering and the flower falling, 
we can also trust in the word of the Lord. God has always kept his word. And God’s word is 
good news: In Jesus Christ we have been everlasting life. 
 
 



Prayer:  
 Bless the Lord, oh my soul, let all within me give praise to the Lord. Holy God, you are 
the creator of heaven and earth. You and you alone are worthy of our praise. In the morning, and 
at night, may we give praise to you, remembering your faithfulness to your people. We are 
thankful that your living and enduring word. You have promised us life and life eternal. We are 
so thankful for the grace you continue to show us. Guide us this week as we live as your 
children.  
 Loving Lord, we pray for our community, our state, our nation, the world. In the midst of 
suffering and death, your gift of life eternal is needed. Send your children into the world to share 
your salvation, to proclaim your kingdom. We pray for those who are providing hope in the 
midst of suffering. We pray for our police, firefighters and first responders.   
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


