
Tuesday, April 7, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
 Psalm 71:1-14; Isaiah 49:1-7;  
 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 & John 12:20-36 
 
Psalm 71: 1-14 (NRSV) 
 In you, O Lord, I take refuge; 
     let me never be put to shame. 
 In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me; 
     incline your ear to me and save me. 
 Be to me a rock of refuge, 
     a strong fortress, to save me, 
     for you are my rock and my fortress. 
 Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked, 
     from the grasp of the unjust and cruel. 
 For you, O Lord, are my hope, 
     my trust, O Lord, from my youth. 
 Upon you I have leaned from my birth; 
     it was you who took me from my mother’s womb. 
 My praise is continually of you. 
 I have been like a portent to many, 
     but you are my strong refuge. 
 My mouth is filled with your praise, 
     and with your glory all day long. 
 Do not cast me off in the time of old age; 
     do not forsake me when my strength is spent. 
 For my enemies speak concerning me, 
     and those who watch for my life consult together. 
 They say, “Pursue and seize that person 
     whom God has forsaken, 
     for there is no one to deliver.” 
 O God, do not be far from me; 
     O my God, make haste to help me! 
 Let my accusers be put to shame and consumed; 
     let those who seek to hurt me 
     be covered with scorn and disgrace. 
 But I will hope continually, 
     and will praise you yet more and more. 

 
Thought: 
 “Rock of Ages” was written in 1776 by Augustus Toplady in London. The words of this 
hymn speak to this psalm and the death of Jesus. “Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide 
myself in Thee; Let the water and the blood, From Thy wounded side which flowed, Be of sin 
the double cure, Save from wrath and make me pure.” The metaphor of God as a rock is used 
throughout Scripture. It speaks of God’s unchanging nature, and it also tells of His strength and 



ability to safeguard His people. As a strong fortress, God provides refuge for us in the midst of 
attack. This ability to rescue comes from God’s own righteousness (v. 2). Since the Lord is 
faithful to His own promises, He will save us from our enemies.  We ultimately need to find our 
protection from Jesus Christ, who took the wrath on our behalf that we might enjoy eternal life. 
It is from the death of Jesus that we are made pure and find our refuge.  
 
Isaiah 49: 1-7 (NRSV) 
 Listen to me, O coastlands, 
     pay attention, you peoples from far away! 
 The Lord called me before I was born, 
     while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 
 He made my mouth like a sharp sword, 
     in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 
 he made me a polished arrow, 
     in his quiver he hid me away. 
 And he said to me, “You are my servant, 
     Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 
 But I said, “I have labored in vain, 
     I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 
 yet surely my cause is with the Lord, 
     and my reward with my God.” 
 And now the Lord says, 
     who formed me in the womb to be his servant, 
 to bring Jacob back to him, 
     and that Israel might be gathered to him, 
 for I am honored in the sight of the Lord, 
     and my God has become my strength— 
 he says, 
 “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 
     to raise up the tribes of Jacob 
     and to restore the survivors of Israel; 
 I will give you as a light to the nations, 
     that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 
 Thus says the Lord, 
     the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 
 to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, 
     the slave of rulers, 
 “Kings shall see and stand up, 
     princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, 
 because of the Lord, who is faithful, 
     the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 
 
Thought: 
  God’s original covenant was with Abraham in Genesis 12, that through the nation of 
Israel all the nations shall be blessed. In this passage, the promise is narrowed down to one 
person. The Suffering Servant will gather Israel along with all the nations to God. In his 



suffering, Jesus fulfilled the old covenant. His ministry was to call people to the salvation offered 
by God for the forgiveness of sins. As our redeemer, Jesus has gathered us back into a right 
relationship with God. In repentance, we turn and acknowledge the faithfulness of God. In a new 
way of living, we live each day trusting the promises of God fulfilled through Jesus’ life, death 
and resurrection.  
 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 (NRSV) 
 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
         and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 
not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did 
not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to 
save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim 
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s 
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish 
in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God 
chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that 
are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in Christ 
Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 
Thought:  
 When I started my internship in Scotland, the secretary asked me for the letters behind 
my name. I didn’t understand what that meant. She was asking for the different degrees I had 
earned so she could put them on the church reader board. Today, my name on a reader board 
would be: the Rev. Dr. Bruce M. Sexton, BA, M.Div., D.Min. It is a rather long title. Only a few 
times have I used the word “doctor” in my name, and that has always been when someone is 
boasting about their titles. I then simply say, “call me Bruce or Pastor Bruce.”  
 You see, it is always easy to boast. Maybe it is about our education, or our work history, 
even our fishing or hunting exploits. Yet, Paul reminds us that if we are to boast let us “boast in 
the Lord.” It is not often the powerful or the wise who follow the Lord, for they seem to have too 
much to lose. Yet the wisdom and power of God is in the one crucified, the one that seems to be 
a weakness. The gift of life and life eternal comes from the one who has sanctified and redeemed 
us through his blood and death. Yes, “let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 
John 12:20-36 (NRSV) 
 Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came 
to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip 
went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The 
hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat 
falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those 



who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal 
life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. 
Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 
 “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, 
it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came 
from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd standing there heard it 
and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This 
voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of 
this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 
myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. The crowd answered him, “We 
have heard from the law that the Messiah remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man 
must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” Jesus said to them, “The light is with you for a little 
longer. Walk while you have the light, so that the darkness may not overtake you. If you walk in 
the darkness, you do not know where you are going. While you have the light, believe in the 
light, so that you may become children of light.” 
 After Jesus had said this, he departed and hid from them. 
 
Thought:  
  Jesus’ fame had grown that not only with Jews following him, gentiles were coming to 
meet him. It is at this point that Jesus spoke about his purpose of coming to Jerusalem. He was 
not coming to be anointed the king of the nations, but to offer his life for the salvation of all 
nations. Jesus asked the rhetorical question, “should I say, ‘Father save me from this hour?’” It 
was this hour that Jesus had come. That he might die and be gloried by God the Father. Jesus 
knew the purpose he was going to Jerusalem. In his death on the cross, the light can truly shine 
through the darkness and the darkness cannot overcome it.  
 
Prayer:  
 Almighty God, as we journey through Holy week, give eyes to see and hearts to believe 
in your saving work through the death of our Lord Jesus Christ. We do not fully understand your 
covenant. Why you chose the cross instead of another way. Why you continue to choose the 
foolish, the weak and the low of this world for your kingdom. Forgive us when we boast in 
anything by Jesus and Jesus crucified. May we take up our crosses and follow you.  
 Powerful God, shine your light into the darkness of fear and despair today. Send your 
children to provide for the poor, the sick, and the needs of the world. Guide President Trump and 
all world leaders as they lead through this pandemic. Give the hope of salvation to those facing 
death and loss this day. Give safety to our first responders, the men and women who risk their 
lives to help others. Bring a cure to what ails our land.  
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


