
Thursday, April 2, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
 Psalm 31:9-16; 1 Samuel 16:11-13 & 
 Philippians 1:1-11 
 
Psalm 31:9-16 (NRSV) 

Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am in distress; 
    my eye wastes away from grief, 
    my soul and body also. 
For my life is spent with sorrow, 
    and my years with sighing; 
my strength fails because of my misery,  
    and my bones waste away. 
I am the scorn of all my adversaries, 
    a horror to my neighbors, 
an object of dread to my acquaintances; 
    those who see me in the street flee from me. 
I have passed out of mind like one who is dead; 
    I have become like a broken vessel. 
For I hear the whispering of many— 
    terror all around!— 
as they scheme together against me, 
    as they plot to take my life. 
But I trust in you, O Lord; 
    I say, “You are my God.” 
My times are in your hand; 
    deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors. 
Let your face shine upon your servant; 
    save me in your steadfast love. 
 

Thought: 
  In today’s Psalm, David feels forgotten. “I have passed out of mind like one who is 
dead.” Maybe you are experiencing a bit of that feeling as you shelter in place. This time of year 
is when we are finally able to leave our homes, and enjoy the spring. Yet, trips are cancelled, 
plans have changed. It is easy to feel forgotten. Yet, like David, we can trust that God will not 
forget us. God is gracious to us. We can put our trust in him.  
 
 1 Samuel 16:11-13 (NRSV) 
 Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the 
youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we 
will not sit down until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had 
beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the 
one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the 
spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and 
went to Ramah. 



Thought: 
  We remember David as king. As the greatest king in Israel’s history. As a man after 
God’s own heart. The writer of many of the Psalms. Yet, David began as the overlooked one. 
When Samuel came to anoint the new king, Jesse brought all his sons before Samuel. It was 
obvious that it would be the first born, or the strongest, or the brightest. Yet, Samuel had to ask, 
“is there another?” It is what is often overlooked that is chosen by God. It is the unexpected that 
do great things for God’s kingdom. Maybe God is telling us that position doesn’t matter, because 
God looks at the heart of a person.  
 
Philippians 1:1-11 (NRSV) 
 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, 
 To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:  
 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of 
my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am 
confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by 
the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me 
in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the 
defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the 
compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more 
with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ 
you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
 
Thought:  
  Philippi was the first city outside modern day Turkey of Paul’s missionary journeys. It 
was here that Paul went to the river to meet people because there were insufficient people for a 
synagogue. This group accepted Paul’s teachings and invited him into their homes. Now, years 
later, he is writing them a letter and begins with these words: a pastor’s prayer. A prayer that he 
holds them in his heart and prayers before God. He longs for them to continue working for the 
gospel. He prays that their love may overflow. He prays that they may produce a harvest for the 
kingdom. May this be my prayer, our prayer for the church in Hermiston.   
 
Prayer:  
 Almighty God, may we experience your grace and peace today. In the midst of the 
turmoil, give us your peace. As we feel alone, forgotten, and overlooked, may we trust in you as 
our Lord and our God. Give us hearts overflowing with compassion toward one another. Teach 
us to forgive those who have wronged us. Guide us to produce a harvest for your kingdom.  
 Loving God, send your spirit of comfort to those who mourn today. We are thankful for 
your servants around the world sharing your compassion with all who are struggling during this 
crisis. Give us an extra dose of patience and grace as we serve you today.  
 We pray for President Trump, Vice-President Pence, the coronavirus task force, 
governors and leaders in the United States and around the world. Give them wise counsel and 
guide them in your ways. Uphold them to accomplish the work you have for them today. Faithful 
God, bring an end to this pandemic soon.  



 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


