
Thursday, March 26, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
 Psalm 130; Ezekiel 1:1-3, 2:8-3:3; Revelation 10:1-11 
 
Psalm 130 (NRSV) 

A song of ascents. 
1 Out of the depths I cry to you, Lord; 
2     Lord, hear my voice. 
Let your ears be attentive 
    to my cry for mercy. 
3 If you, Lord, kept a record of sins, 
    Lord, who could stand? 
4 But with you there is forgiveness, 
    so that we can, with reverence, serve you. 
5 I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, 
    and in his word I put my hope. 
6 I wait for the Lord 
    more than watchmen wait for the morning, 
    more than watchmen wait for the morning. 
7 Israel, put your hope in the Lord, 
    for with the Lord is unfailing love 
    and with him is full redemption. 
8 He himself will redeem Israel 
    from all their sins. 
 

Thought: 
This psalm is a song of ascents (Psalm 120-134), which were sung on a pilgrimage’s ascent into 
Jerusalem. It opens with a prayer, knowing that God hears our voice. There are very few people I 
will tell everything to, yet God is more than willing to hear my pain, my sins, and my longings. 
This will be the Psalm for three days, so focus on the first part of the Psalm, trusting that God has 
a listening ear.  

 
Ezekiel 1:1-3, 2:8-3:3 (NRSV) 

  In my thirtieth year, in the fourth month on the fifth day, while I was among the exiles by 
the Kebar River, the heavens were opened and I saw visions of God. 

On the fifth of the month—it was the fifth year of the exile of King Jehoiachin—the word 
of the Lord came to Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, by the Kebar River in the land of the 
Babylonians. There the hand of the Lord was on him. 

But you, son of man, listen to what I say to you. Do not rebel like that rebellious 
people; open your mouth and eat what I give you.” 

Then I looked, and I saw a hand stretched out to me. In it was a scroll, which he unrolled 
before me. On both sides of it were written words of lament and mourning and woe. 

And he said to me, “Son of man, eat what is before you, eat this scroll; then go and speak 
to the people of Israel.” So I opened my mouth, and he gave me the scroll to eat. 

Then he said to me, “Son of man, eat this scroll I am giving you and fill your stomach 
with it.” So I ate it, and it tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth. 

 
 



 
Thought:  
 Ezekiel was the first prophet after Israel is taken into exile by the Babylonians. God has 
called Ezekiel to tell the people their sin has brought them into exile. God called him to not to 
only hear his word, or read his word, but to eat his word. Eugene Peterson uses this image (and 
the one in Revelations) to call us to “eat this book.” The word of God is not only something we 
are to hear, but we are to chew on, think about, digest, make part of our lives. When we do, even 
though the word Ezekiel is eating is a message of suffering, God’s word tastes sweet. Jesus said, 
“They have ears to hear, but do not hear.” In other words, they heard the word of God spoken to 
them, but they did not receive it within their souls. We are to not only hear, but to digest the 
Word of God.  
 
Revelation 10:1-11 (NRSV) 

Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven. He was robed in a cloud, 
with a rainbow above his head; his face was like the sun, and his legs were like fiery pillars. He 
was holding a little scroll, which lay open in his hand. He planted his right foot on the sea and his 
left foot on the land, and he gave a loud shout like the roar of a lion. When he shouted, the voices 
of the seven thunders spoke. And when the seven thunders spoke, I was about to write; but I 
heard a voice from heaven say, “Seal up what the seven thunders have said and do not write it 
down.” 

Then the angel I had seen standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand to 
heaven. And he swore by him who lives for ever and ever, who created the heavens and all that 
is in them, the earth and all that is in it, and the sea and all that is in it, and said, “There will be 
no more delay! But in the days when the seventh angel is about to sound his trumpet, the 
mystery of God will be accomplished, just as he announced to his servants the prophets.” 

Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me once more: “Go, take the 
scroll that lies open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land.” 

So I went to the angel and asked him to give me the little scroll. He said to me, “Take it 
and eat it. It will turn your stomach sour, but ‘in your mouth it will be as sweet as honey.’”  I 
took the little scroll from the angel’s hand and ate it. It tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth, but 
when I had eaten it, my stomach turned sour.  Then I was told, “You must prophesy again about 
many peoples, nations, languages and kings.” 

 
. 
 

Thought:  
John was called to eat the scroll, the word of God, as was Ezekiel. Again the word of God 

was sweet as honey, but turned his stomach sour. The word was God’s judgement on a sinful 
world who would repent and turn to God. All too often, we think of God as all loving, and all 
giving, yet we forget that God calls us to repent from our sin and turn to Him. The Word (Jesus) 
had been introduced as a lamb, now he is described as the roar of the Lion. Jesus is as gentle as a 
lamb, and as fierce as a Lion. May we hear God’s word and truly listen.  

 
Prayer:  
 Risen Lord, feed us on your word. May we not only listen to your word, but chew on it, 
and live by it. May your word taste sweet to our mouths, and our stomachs sour on the sins of 
our lives. Forgive us when we do not trust you. When we do things that offend you, or do not do 
things you call us to do. May we trust that you have called us as repentant sinners to share your 
salvation with others.  



 We pray for the nations of the world. We pray that this time of pandemic may be a time 
for people, for nations, to examine their ways, repent and turn to you, the giver of life and 
salvation. Lord, humble the leaders of the world to trust not on their own strength, but to trust 
you as the Lion of Judah. Almighty God, give wise counsel to President Trump and Vice-
President Pence. Give insight to the coronavirus task force in the work they are doing.  
 Loving God, may your arms embrace and protect those dealing with sickness and death 
today. As the world mourns for those who have died, give us hearts of compassion for all your 
creation.  
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


