
Tuesday, June 2, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
 Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Ezekiel 39:7-8, 21-29 &  
 Romans 8:26-27 
 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b (NRSV) 
 O Lord, how manifold are your works! 
     In wisdom you have made them all; 
     the earth is full of your creatures. 
 Yonder is the sea, great and wide, 
     creeping things innumerable are there, 
     living things both small and great. 
 There go the ships, 
     and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it. 
 These all look to you 
     to give them their food in due season; 
 when you give to them, they gather it up; 
     when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. 
 When you hide your face, they are dismayed; 
     when you take away their breath, they die 
     and return to their dust. 
 When you send forth your spirit, they are created; 
     and you renew the face of the ground. 
 May the glory of the Lord endure forever; 
     may the Lord rejoice in his works— 
 who looks on the earth and it trembles, 
     who touches the mountains and they smoke. 
 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; 
     I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 
 May my meditation be pleasing to him, 
     for I rejoice in the Lord. 
 Bless the Lord, O my soul. 
 Praise the Lord! 
 
Thought: 
 Most people enjoy playing peek-a-boo with a small child. Whenever there is a child at a 
group gathering, I hide my face behind someone’s shoulder and then poke my head out. Each 
time, I have a different face. The child will usually play this game for hours. A child enjoys this 
most fully right before they develop a sense of object permanence.  Between the age of 4-7 
months, children gain the ability that objects continue to exist even when they cannot be seen or 
heard. So, they are happy when they see someone they thought was gone.  
 When the Lord hides his face, it is not a game. When God hides his face, the people are 
dismayed, terrified. When God hides his face, life itself is taken away. When God hides his face, 
he is breaking off communication. He is removing his blessings. There is only despair and death.  
 When God looks upon His creation, there is life and praise and glory. When God sends 
His spirit over creation, there is new life. In Genesis, the Spirit hovered over creation and gave 
life when God spoke his word. In the midst of the darkness now, where are places that God’s 
face is shining upon creation? Where do you see new life in the midst of the destruction? 



  
 
Ezekiel 39:7-8, 21-29 (NRSV) 
 My holy name I will make known among my people Israel; and I will not let my holy 
name be profaned any more; and the nations shall know that I am the Lord, the Holy One in 
Israel. It has come! It has happened, says the Lord God. This is the day of which I have spoken. 
 I will display my glory among the nations; and all the nations shall see my judgment that 
I have executed, and my hand that I have laid on them. The house of Israel shall know that I am 
the Lord their God, from that day forward. And the nations shall know that the house of Israel 
went into captivity for their iniquity, because they dealt treacherously with me. So I hid my face 
from them and gave them into the hand of their adversaries, and they all fell by the sword. I dealt 
with them according to their uncleanness and their transgressions, and hid my face from them. 
 Therefore thus says the Lord God: Now I will restore the fortunes of Jacob, and have 
mercy on the whole house of Israel; and I will be jealous for my holy name. They shall forget 
their shame, and all the treachery they have practiced against me, when they live securely in their 
land with no one to make them afraid, when I have brought them back from the peoples and 
gathered them from their enemies’ lands, and through them have displayed my holiness in the 
sight of many nations. Then they shall know that I am the Lord their God because I sent them 
into exile among the nations, and then gathered them into their own land. I will leave none of 
them behind; and I will never again hide my face from them, when I pour out my spirit upon the 
house of Israel, says the Lord God. 
 
Thought: 
 In Ezekiel, God told Israel he hid his face from them because of their sin. God had turned 
his face and allowed Israel to go into captivity as a result of their transgressions. The people had 
turned their face from following God, and as a result God allowed them to be punished. God put 
the relationship on hold. God had removed His protection and more importantly His blessing.  
 Yet, Ezekiel gave the people a message of hope. God would not end the relationship. 
After a time, God would no longer hide His face from them. God would bless them and protect 
them. The day would come when God would restore the fortunes of Israel and would show his 
merch on them. On that day, God would forgive them and forget their shame. God would gather 
His people back together. There is hope in the future.  
 On that day, God would pour out His spirit upon them. They would have no reason to 
turn away from God for God would be within them. Rather, they would have a deep lasting 
relationship with God. This is the promise God kept on the day of Pentecost. Through the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ, we now have new relationship with God. A relationship built on the fact 
that God is with us, God’s spirit has been given to us, to live, walk and worship God. God does 
not turn His face from us, but calls us to live into this new relationship.  
 
Romans 8:26-27 (NRSV) 
 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we 
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the 
heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according 
to the will of God.  
 
Thought:  
  When we turn on the news, when we hear of the riots, we do not know what to say. 
When we deal with sin and death, we do not know how to pray. I have sat and just wondered, 
“Where is God in the presence of the protests and riots?” Who am I and what can I do, what can 



we do to address the issues before us? It is at times like this that we need to realize our weakness. 
Humanity is not able to deal with the evil within the world. Faith is knowing that God is able, 
and through Jesus Christ, God has already overcome it. We need to turn to God in prayer and 
simply sit there, allowing God to provide the conversation. We often thing prayer is us talking to 
God. A large part of prayer is allowing God to talk to us. And, when it is difficult, allowing 
God’s spirit within us to talk to God for us. At times, the deepest prayer is to simply open our 
hands and have deep sighs in the presence of God. To allow God to search our hearts, to know 
our minds, and hear our prayer that we cannot even speak.  
 Years ago, I was present at the death of a dear friend and member of my congregation. I 
went to pray, knowing that is what a pastor is supposed to do. Yet, I simply allowed it to be a 
holy moment of silence, letting the widow and I sit in the presence of the Lord. Maybe I should 
have communicated that. Anyway, the nurse who was present simply said, “Aren’t you going to 
pray, that is what you are supposed to do?” My heart was broken, the widow’s heart was broken. 
There are holy moments, and I think our nation is in one now, where we simply need to come to 
God in prayer and allow God to search our hearts and minds and hear our prayer. A prayer 
without words. A prayer from a broken and contrite heart. Lord, hear our prayer and intercede 
for us.  
 
Prayer:  
 Holy God, hear our prayer. In the moment of silence, open our hearts and our minds to 
your way and your life. Give us a heart and mind for you. Allow your Spirit to be alive and 
guiding our lives. We are thankful that you have not hidden your face from us, but sent your 
Spirit upon your people.  
 Powerful God, send your Spirit upon our land. Be at work amongst your children to 
spread hope and peace throughout our land. Give wise counsel to our leaders, to President Trump 
and Vice President Biden, our senators, representatives, governor and all leaders. May you bring 
the changes that need to happen so that you may be glorified in our land. Lord, hear our prayer.  
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


