
Wednesday, May 6, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
 Psalm 100; Jeremiah 23:1-8; Matthew 20:17-28 
 
Psalm 100 (NRSV) 
 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 
     Worship the Lord with gladness; 
     come into his presence with singing. 
 Know that the Lord is God. 
     It is he that made us, and we are his;  
     we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
 Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
     and his courts with praise. 
     Give thanks to him, bless his name. 
 For the Lord is good; 
     his steadfast love endures forever, 
     and his faithfulness to all generations. 
 
Thought: 
  We worship the Lord with gladness, singing and praise because the Lord is good. The 
goodness of the Lord is proclaimed throughout Scripture. His goodness is displayed through his 
steadfast love and faithfulness. In my sermon on Hosea (April 19), I spoke about “steadfast 
love.” The Hebrew word is “Hesed.’ It would be better translated as covenant loyalty. Within the 
covenantal relationship, God wants us to have a relationship to him bound in trust, and love and 
faithfulness. God wants us to have a true heart for God. Covenant loyalty. God has a covenant 
with Israel, and in Jesus Christ, God has a new covenant with us, built on loyalty and love. 
 God’s covenant is forever. God will keep His end of the covenant, and calls us to remain 
faithful. In response to God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, we respond with our singing, praise 
and gladness. When a relationship is built on covenantal loyalty and faithfulness, we are safe to 
trust in the Lord. We can make a joyful noise each day of our lives.  
 
Jeremiah 23:1-8 (NRSV) 
 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the Lord. 
Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my 
people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not 
attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the Lord. Then I myself will 
gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring 
them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. I will raise up shepherds over 
them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any 
be missing, says the Lord. 
 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous 
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in 
the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by 
which he will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” 



 Therefore, the days are surely coming, says the Lord, when it shall no longer be said, “As 
the Lord lives who brought the people of Israel up out of the land of Egypt,” but “As the Lord 
lives who brought out and led the offspring of the house of Israel out of the land of the north and 
out of all the lands where he had driven them.” Then they shall live in their own land. 
 
Thought: 
 All too often in Jewish history and Christian history, leaders have become evil. They no 
longer gather the people to worship the Lord, but scatter people. When the leader tries to take the 
place of God, and set the rules, they force people away from worshipping God. Whenever we 
take the focus off of God and put it on ourselves, we scatter people. God is the only one that is 
good and worthy of our praise. God covenant is to have a relationship with people. It is not to set 
rules and laws that push people away from God.  
 In response to the wicked leaders, God will bring up a king who will deal wisely and 
execute justice and righteousness. From this prophecy, we can now easily see Jesus as a 
fulfillment of this promise. Yet, the leadership of Jesus is not one like leaders in this world. Jesus 
did not lead for himself, but to bring the people back into relationship with God. Jesus did not 
scatter people, but gather them together. Jesus worked with different rules than other leaders. 
God wants to gather his people together in the land that He has given us.  
 We are also encouraged to look at what God is doing now to bring His people back into 
relationship with Him and with others. At the time of the Jeremiah and the exile, the people were 
remembering what God had done in the time of Moses. Jeremiah was telling the people that 
someday, people will tell the story of God bringing the people out of exile. When God will bring 
the people back to the land of their forefathers. We too look forward when God will bring us out 
of this pandemic. When God allows us to come out of our houses and gather together in the 
house of the Lord. On that day, it will be something that we do not take for granted anymore. We 
will be able to gather in spirit and in truth to praise the Lord.  
 
Matthew 20:17-28 (NRSV) 
 While Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside by themselves, 
and said to them on the way, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be 
handed over to the chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn him to death; then they will 
hand him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified; and on the third day he 
will be raised.” 
 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to him with her sons, and kneeling before 
him, she asked a favor of him. And he said to her, “What do you want?” She said to him, 
“Declare that these two sons of mine will sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your 
kingdom.” But Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink 
the cup that I am about to drink?” They said to him, “We are able.” He said to them, “You will 
indeed drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left, this is not mine to grant, but it is 
for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.” 
 When the ten heard it, they were angry with the two brothers. But Jesus called them to 
him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones are 
tyrants over them. It will not be so among you; but whoever wishes to be great among you must 
be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be your slave; just as the Son of 
Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.” 
 



Thought:  
 As Jesus is heading to the cross to fulfill the covenantal relationship, the disciples are 
looking at his kingship as worldly leaders do. They are fighting over who will be in the position 
of authority while Jesus is taking the position of serving. To sit on the right hand is to sit in the 
place of authority and power. To sit on the left is to be next in line. Mrs. Zebedee hopes that her 
sons’ faithful discipleship will put them in place of power. When the other disciples hear it, they 
became angry. Maybe they became angry because they hadn’t asked first. Or because they knew 
they were more important, and the Zebedee boys were using mom to move up in line.  
 At is at this point that Jesus told them, and tells us, that his kingdom is not like the world. 
While the world tries to gain power, Jesus gave up his power. While the world leaders have 
people serve them, Jesus came to serve the people. As followers of Jesus, we are called to live by 
his example. We are to become a servant. Willing to humble ourselves to bring the focus onto 
God, the only one who deserves our glory and praise. We serve, not for the glory we will receive, 
but to give God the glory. We serve to bring people back into a loving, covenant loyalty 
relationship with God. That is why Jesus came. That is why he served and called us to be his 
servants. To God be the glory.  
 
Prayer:  
 Almighty God, we look forward to the day when we see you in glory. Today, as we deal 
with the loneliness and darkness, may we trust that you are faithful with a steadfast love. You 
sent your prophets to have us focus on your future and not our current struggles. You sent your 
Son to come as the ransom for many. May we live into your trust and serve you and others each 
day of our lives. Guide us this day on who and how you want us to serve.  
 Holy God, we pray for the leaders of this world. May they lead in a position of service as 
you do. Guide President Trump, Vice President Pence, our senators and representatives, and all 
you have placed in leadership over us. Give them wise counsel that we may remain a land free to 
gather and worship you. We pray for the day that this pandemic is over so that we can gather 
together as your family and worship you. Hear our prayer, O Lord.  
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


