
Wednesday, March 25, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
 Psalm 146; Isaiah 60:17-22; Matthew 9:27-34 
 
Psalm 146 (NRSV) 

1 Praise the Lord! 
    Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
2 I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 
    I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 
3 Do not put your trust in princes, 
    in mortals, in whom there is no help. 
4 When their breath departs, they return to the earth; 
    on that very day their plans perish. 
5 Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
    whose hope is in the Lord their God, 
6 who made heaven and earth, 
    the sea, and all that is in them; 
who keeps faith forever; 
7     who executes justice for the oppressed; 
    who gives food to the hungry. 
The Lord sets the prisoners free; 
8     the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. 
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
    the Lord loves the righteous. 
9 The Lord watches over the strangers; 
    he upholds the orphan and the widow, 
    but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
10 The Lord will reign forever, 
    your God, O Zion, for all generations. 
Praise the Lord! 
 

Thought: 
This psalm ends with focusing on God’s graciousness toward the oppressed. Underline or make a 
list of each one. This comes to fulfillment in Jesus Christ. What are ways you can help the 
oppressed today give praise to God? Take time to pray this psalm making it first person. (verse 5: 
“Lord, I am happy for my help is the God of Jacob, my hope is in the Lord my God.)  

 
Isaiah 60:17-22 (NRSV) 

17 Instead of bronze I will bring gold, 
    instead of iron I will bring silver; 
instead of wood, bronze, 
    instead of stones, iron. 
I will appoint Peace as your overseer 
    and Righteousness as your taskmaster. 
18 Violence shall no more be heard in your land, 



    devastation or destruction within your borders; 
you shall call your walls Salvation, 
    and your gates Praise. 
God the Glory of Zion 
19 The sun shall no longer be 
    your light by day, 
nor for brightness shall the moon 
    give light to you by night;[a] 
but the Lord will be your everlasting light, 
    and your God will be your glory. 
20 Your sun shall no more go down, 
    or your moon withdraw itself; 
for the Lord will be your everlasting light, 
    and your days of mourning shall be ended. 
21 Your people shall all be righteous; 
    they shall possess the land forever. 
They are the shoot that I planted, the work of my hands, 
    so that I might be glorified. 
22 The least of them shall become a clan, 
    and the smallest one a mighty nation; 
I am the Lord; 
    in its time I will accomplish it quickly. 
 

Thought:  
 Isaiah 60 is a prophecy for the Israelites in Babylonian Exile. For them, life was difficult 
and stressful. They would have grown blind to God’s present blessings. This prophecy speaks of 
God’s promise of blessing upon blessing. In the new Jerusalem, the sun will be obsolete, sin will 
not control the world, there will be righteousness and peace. God gives this promise so that God 
“might be gloried” or “the display of my splendor” (NIV). In difficult times, and joyful times, at 
all times people were created “to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.” May you find ways to 
glorify God today.  
 
Matthew 9:27-34 (NRSV) 

27 As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, crying loudly, “Have mercy 
on us, Son of David!” 28 When he entered the house, the blind men came to him; and Jesus said 
to them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?” They said to him, “Yes, Lord.” 29 Then he 
touched their eyes and said, “According to your faith let it be done to you.” 30 And their eyes 
were opened. Then Jesus sternly ordered them, “See that no one knows of this.” 31 But they went 
away and spread the news about him throughout that district. 

32 After they had gone away, a demoniac who was mute was brought to him. 33 And when 
the demon had been cast out, the one who had been mute spoke; and the crowds were amazed 
and said, “Never has anything like this been seen in Israel.” 34 But the Pharisees said, “By the 
ruler of the demons he casts out the demons. 

 
Thought:  



Jesus is fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah by lifting up the burdened and brokenhearted. He 
simply asked, “Do you believe?” When we are burdened, Jesus asks us, “do you believe?” when 
we answer “Yes,” we are trusting that God is more powerful than the what is weighing us down. 
Or, we can deny God’s power and remain in darkness. God invites us to live by the mercy of 
God, trusting Him in the midst of the darkness, knowing that He has overcome life itself through 
Jesus Christ.  

 
Prayer:  
 Powerful God, you give a vision where people have their burdens lifted, where life is 
made new: a time when we are not guided by the light of day, but the light of your glory. Display 
your wonder and power today in my life. Show me how I can glorify and enjoy you today.  
 Today we pray for all the men and women who are first responders, in the medical field, 
and those risking their lives that we may have health and freedom. Lord, be with the men and 
women of our military, especially those deployed at this time.   
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


