
Friday, June 5, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
  Psalm 8; Job 38:12-21 & 2 Timothy 1:12b-14 
 
Psalm 8 (NRSV) 
 O Lord, our Sovereign, 
     how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 You have set your glory above the heavens. 
     Out of the mouths of babes and infants 
 you have founded a bulwark because of your foes, 
     to silence the enemy and the avenger. 
 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
     the moon and the stars that you have established; 
 what are human beings that you are mindful of them, 
     mortals that you care for them? 
 Yet you have made them a little lower than God,  
     and crowned them with glory and honor. 
 You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; 
     you have put all things under their feet, 
 all sheep and oxen, 
     and also the beasts of the field, 
 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, 
     whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 
 O Lord, our Sovereign, 
     how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 
Thought: 
 God has created humanity “a little lower than God.” I have heard this quoted that we 
have creation at our hands to use as we want. We have dominion or control over all the creatures 
of creation. This can be misunderstood to bring destruction and extinction to the animals and 
resources of the earth. Instead, we should have a mind like Christ. We are to be stewards of 
God’s creation, caring for it as God would care for it. Treating it as God’s creation for the glory 
of God. Humanity has been given control over it, and God tells us to use it for the common good. 
Yet, any good steward makes sure that it is taken care of for future generations. When we care 
for God’s creation, we give glory to God and praise His name throughout the earth.  
 
Job 38:12-21 (NRSV) 
 “Have you commanded the morning since your days began, 
     and caused the dawn to know its place, 
 so that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth, 
     and the wicked be shaken out of it? 
 It is changed like clay under the seal, 
     and it is dyed like a garment. 
 Light is withheld from the wicked, 
     and their uplifted arm is broken. 
 “Have you entered into the springs of the sea, 
     or walked in the recesses of the deep? 
 Have the gates of death been revealed to you, 



     or have you seen the gates of deep darkness? 
 Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth? 
     Declare, if you know all this. 
 “Where is the way to the dwelling of light, 
     and where is the place of darkness, 
 that you may take it to its territory 
     and that you may discern the paths to its home? 
 Surely you know, for you were born then, 
     and the number of your days is great!  
 
Thought: 
 Yesterday, Janet pointed out to me that the longest day of the year is quickly 
approaching. Today, the sunrise is 30 minutes earlier than a month ago and 2 ½ hours than in 
December. On the summer solstice, it is only about 2 minutes earlier. While scientists can tell us 
when the sun will rise, they cannot tell us what it will look like. Each day is a bit different. We 
have some incredible sunrises and sunsets in Hermiston. All too often, when Janet tells me how 
beautiful it is, she is talking about the colors of the sky.  
 God playfully talked about the morning sunrise with Job. He asked if Job has been 
commanding the sunrise, not since creation, only since Job was born. Again, scientists are 
limited to understand creation, not to control it. And, the morning brings light and color into the 
world. During the night, we can look at the moon and the stars. Even with streetlights, most the 
color is gone. With the morning, the colors come to life. Whether it is the color of the sunrise, or 
the colors of the flowers and trees. The light brings color to the world.  
 Evil does not like the light. Those who are wicked would rather work in the darkness. 
Yet, the light of God shines into the darkness, and the darkness cannot overcome it. God will 
shine the light of salvation into all creation as bright as the morning sunrise breaks into the 
darkness of night.  
 
2 Timothy 1:12b-14 (NRSV) 
 But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that 
he is able to guard until that day what I have entrusted to him. Hold to the standard of sound 
teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. Guard the 
good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 
 
Thought:  
 Paul called Timothy to hold the standard of sound teaching. This is a call for followers of 
Jesus Christ to spend time reading and studying the Bible. The teachings, especially the gospels, 
show us where to put our trust. Remember, in the time of Paul, the gospels were not written yet. 
Timothy’s learning about Jesus would have come from first-hand accounts and from Paul. We 
have the benefit of the gospels, yet we often ignore them. The gospels are a treasure that God has 
entrusted to us.  
 The message of Jesus Christ is a message of faith and love. Faith is trusting Jesus Christ 
as the standard to live by. Love is the example that Jesus showed us and called us to show others. 
Every day, another book or another teaching wants us to believe something that is not biblical. 
Every time we hear a teaching about how to live, what are proper morals or beliefs, we need to 
test them against Scripture.  
 For example, it may sound good that there are many paths to salvation. Yet, Jesus told us, 
“I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” Or, my 
searching the internet is not hurting anyone else. The word of God tells us otherwise. Paul tells 



us, “whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of 
praise, think about these things.” We are to guard the faith that God has given to us.  
 
Prayer:  
 Holy Father, through Jesus Christ you have claimed us, adopted us and called us your 
children. Through your Spirit, you have filled us with life and life eternal. Forgive us when we 
live in fear and do not trust in your strength. Show us how to live into the freedom of a 
relationship built on grace and holiness.  
 Empowering Spirit, send us out to be your witness to our community and your world. 
May we work to bring unity where there is disunity, love where there is hatred, hope where there 
is despair. We pray for Minnesota and other places of unrest and riot. Show your children how to 
bring light into the darkness. Work within us to cleanse our prejudice and sin. Lord, hear our 
prayer.  
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


