
Friday, June 12, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
 Psalm 100; Exodus 4:27-31 & Acts 7:35-43 
 
Psalm 100 (NRSV) 
 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 
     Worship the Lord with gladness; 
     come into his presence with singing. 
 Know that the Lord is God. 
     It is he that made us, and we are his; 
     we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
 Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
     and his courts with praise. 
     Give thanks to him, bless his name. 
 For the Lord is good; 
     his steadfast love endures forever, 
     and his faithfulness to all generations. 
 
Thought: 
 First and foremost, the Psalms are the hymnbook of the Bible. These are the songs that 
people sang. Psalms address different issues. There are Psalms of lament, wisdom, royal, 
thanksgiving and praise. Psalm 100 is a Psalm of thanksgiving and praise. We are called to make 
a joyful noise unto the Lord and worship him with gladness.  
 In the opening line, there is the words “all the earth.” The covenant God made with 
Abraham and his family Israel. While this may seem exclusive, the covenant was very inclusive. 
In Abraham’s call, God commissioned him to be a blessing to all the nations. The Psalmist calls 
all the nations, all the world to give praise to God.  
 We give this praise in thankfulness for God as made us, and we are His. There is a 
universal calling to this psalm. All people are created in the image of God and called to give God 
praise. As Christians, we are to share God’s salvation with others and invite them in God’s courts 
with praise. May we continue to keep our focus on the Lord as we join all the world in praising 
God.  
 
Exodus 4:27-31 (NRSV) 
 The Lord said to Aaron, “Go into the wilderness to meet Moses.” So he went; and he met 
him at the mountain of God and kissed him. Moses told Aaron all the words of the Lord with 
which he had sent him, and all the signs with which he had charged him. Then Moses and Aaron 
went and assembled all the elders of the Israelites. Aaron spoke all the words that the Lord had 
spoken to Moses, and performed the signs in the sight of the people. The people believed; and 
when they heard that the Lord had given heed to the Israelites and that he had seen their misery, 
they bowed down and worshiped. 
 
Thought: 
  After forty years of not seeing each other, Aaron went into the wilderness to meet his 
brother. Both probably thought the other had died. Image the reunion, especially one where God 
had called Aaron to join what Moses was called to do. Moses filled Aaron in on God’s plan for 
the freedom of Israel from Egypt. Part of that message was the warning that it would not be easy. 
God had already told Moses Pharaoh would harden his heart. Israel had bene described as the 



first-born child of God, so Egypt would lose their first-born. While it would not be easy, God 
would deliver them. The passage ends with all the people believing and worshipping God.  
 Through Jesus Christ, God has given all His children a promise that they will be freed 
from sin and bondage. Part of being freed is inviting others into that freedom. Whenever Israel 
reverted to being slaves, they forgot to worship God and wanted the comforts of Egypt. They 
forgot about the slavery, and longed for the comfort of the known. Being freed in Christ is 
always trusting god in the unknown. We know that God is the one leading us, and deserves our 
worship and praise. All too often, we want to remain slaves to the past instead of trusting God 
with the future.  
 To be able to do this, we need to acknowledge those things that continue to bind us and 
keep us enslaved. Then, we need to find mentors to guide us into freedom. It requires a new way 
of thinking, a new way of trusting. We no longer rely on the things of this world, but on the 
strength of the Lord through Jesus Christ our Savior.   
 
Acts 7:35-43 (NRSV) 
 “It was this Moses whom they rejected when they said, ‘Who made you a ruler and a 
judge?’ and whom God now sent as both ruler and liberator through the angel who appeared to 
him in the bush. He led them out, having performed wonders and signs in Egypt, at the Red Sea, 
and in the wilderness for forty years. This is the Moses who said to the Israelites, ‘God will raise 
up a prophet for you from your own people as he raised me up.’ He is the one who was in the 
congregation in the wilderness with the angel who spoke to him at Mount Sinai, and with our 
ancestors; and he received living oracles to give to us. Our ancestors were unwilling to obey him; 
instead, they pushed him aside, and in their hearts they turned back to Egypt, saying to Aaron, 
‘Make gods for us who will lead the way for us; as for this Moses who led us out from the land 
of Egypt, we do not know what has happened to him.’ At that time they made a calf, offered a 
sacrifice to the idol, and reveled in the works of their hands. But God turned away from them and 
handed them over to worship the host of heaven, as it is written in the book of the prophets: 
 ‘Did you offer to me slain victims and sacrifices 
     forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel? 
 No; you took along the tent of Moloch, 
    and the star of your god Rephan, 
         the images that you made to worship; 
 so I will remove you beyond Babylon.’ 
 
Thought:  
 Even though Moses was sent by God, and had signs that God was with him, the 
congregation rejected him. They would rather worship something that was visible—the golden 
calf. Then, the gods would be fully known. It is still difficult for people to fully trust God. We 
would rather make God in our image than realize we are made in the image of God. We would 
rather worship things we create instead of worshiping the one who created us.  
 As the people rejected Moses, they would reject the prophet that would come from God. 
Even in the time of Moses, God was letting the people know that God’s plan for salvation 
included Jesus Christ. God would raise Jesus up to lead the people. We are called to follow his 
teachings and obey his word. This will often call us to evaluate our lives and see if we line up 
with God’s calling. Are we loving our neighbor as ourselves? Are we caring for the poor, the 
sick and those in need? Jesus calls us to worship God through our actions toward others.   
 
 
 



Prayer:  
 Almighty God, we come into your presence with singing and praise. You have created us 
in your image and through Jesus Christ restored us as your children. We pray for all your 
children in the world. We give you praise that your word is being proclaimed in all the world. 
May we find unity in you even in the midst of our diversity. Give us hearts to care for others as 
you care for them. Break our hearts for the things that break your heart. Open our hands and our 
hearts for all our brothers and sisters created for your glory.   
 Powerful God, you are the ruler of your creation. We pray for the unrest that is in our 
country. Guide our leaders to bring a peace that can only come from you. May you tear down the 
walls that are dividing our nation that we may become a nation under you. Bring an end to the 
violence and hatred that exists. May your children be your change agents in the issues that grip 
our nation.  
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


