
Thursday, April 16, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
 Psalm 16; Song of Solomon 2:8-15 &  
 Colossians 4:2-5 
 
Psalm 16 (NRSV) 
 Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 
 I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; 
     I have no good apart from you.”  
 As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble, 
     in whom is all my delight. 
 Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows;  
     their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out 
     or take their names upon my lips. 
 The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; 
     you hold my lot. 
 The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 
     I have a goodly heritage. 
 I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; 
     in the night also my heart instructs me. 
 I keep the Lord always before me; 
     because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 
 Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; 
 my body also rests secure. 
 For you do not give me up to Sheol, 
     or let your faithful one see the Pit. 
 You show me the path of life. 
     In your presence there is fullness of joy; 
     in your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

 
Thought: 
  There is an old saying, “Don’t put all your eggs in one basket.” In Psalm 16, David 
proclaims that he has put all his faith and trust in God. Some people are putting their eggs in a 
variety of baskets. They have chosen another god or a multiple gods from the pagan culture. 
David realized that while they think they are covering their bases, they are only bringing added 
sorrow to their lives. The main point of this Psalm is that God will bring you, body and soul, 
through life and death to everlasting life. God is our wonderful counsellor, sovereign Lord, holy 
refuge.  
 
Song of Solomon 2:8-15 (NRSV) 
 The voice of my beloved! 
     Look, he comes, 
 leaping upon the mountains, 
     bounding over the hills. 
 My beloved is like a gazelle 
     or a young stag. 
 Look, there he stands 
     behind our wall, 



 gazing in at the windows, 
     looking through the lattice. 
 My beloved speaks and says to me: 
 “Arise, my love, my fair one, 
     and come away; 
 for now the winter is past, 
     the rain is over and gone. 
 The flowers appear on the earth; 
     the time of singing has come, 
 and the voice of the turtledove 
     is heard in our land. 
 The fig tree puts forth its figs, 
     and the vines are in blossom; 
     they give forth fragrance. 
 Arise, my love, my fair one, 
     and come away. 
 O my dove, in the clefts of the rock, 
     in the covert of the cliff, 
 let me see your face, 
     let me hear your voice; 
 for your voice is sweet, 
     and your face is lovely. 
 Catch us the foxes, 
     the little foxes, 
 that ruin the vineyards— 
     for our vineyards are in blossom.” 
 
Thought: 
  The Song of Solomon is seldom read in the church. It is a back and forth love story 
between the beloved and his young woman. It is a delicate mood of love and devotion. The 
poems reflect their desire, admiration, and boasting. Many dismiss these poems as a love story 
between two lovers. It became part of the Scriptures when it is read at a deeper level of love 
between God and His people.  
 When we read this as God as the beloved, we realize that it is out of the love of God that 
winter has ended and the flowers are blooming. The fragrance of the flowers and the fruit of the 
tree are signs of God’s love for His people. God wants to see our face and hear our voice. When 
we sing to our praises, God hears it as a sweet voice. We all know in a loving relationship, the 
two simply long to be together and listen to each other. God wants this relationship with you.  
 
Colossians 4:2-5 (NRSV) 
 Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with thanksgiving. At the same time pray 
for us as well that God will open to us a door for the word, that we may declare the mystery of 
Christ, for which I am in prison, so that I may reveal it clearly, as I should. 
 Conduct yourselves wisely toward outsiders, making the most of the time. 
 
Thought:  
  Even while he is in prison, Paul is asking for prayer. Not for his own health or wellbeing. 
His prayer is that God will open doors that he can share the word of God with people. While we 
are not imprisoned, this time of shelter at home may be starting to feel that way for many of us. 



During this time, Paul calls us to devote ourselves toward prayer. Prayer to stay awake at what 
God is doing in our lives. Prayer of thanksgiving for God’s faithfulness. And prayer that we can 
share Christ with those around us and have contact with. We need to realize that God has opened 
the mystery of faith to us. We pray for ways God can use us to share the mystery with others.  
 
Prayer:  
 Loving God, we experience your blessings each day in the beauty around us. We look to 
the heavens and see your majesty and strength. Show us your love as we smell the flowers, and 
see the trees greening out. Allow us to rest in your presence and experience your love toward us. 
May we put our complete trust in you this day. You are our wonderful counsellor, sovereign 
God, holy refuge and risen Lord.  
  We pray for the nations of the world. We pray that this time of pandemic may be 
a time for people, for nations, to examine their ways, repent and turn to you, the giver of life and 
salvation. Lord, humble the leaders of the world to trust not on their own strength, but to trust 
you as the Lion of Judah. Almighty God, give wise counsel to President Trump and Vice-
President Pence. Give insight to the coronavirus task force in the work they are doing.  
 Loving God, may your arms embrace and protect those dealing with sickness and death 
today. As the world mourns for those who have died, give us hearts of compassion for all your 
creation.  
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


