
Friday, March 27, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
 Psalm 130; Ezekiel 33:10-16; Revelation 11:15-19 
 
 
Psalm 130 (NRSV) 

A song of ascents. 
Out of the depths I cry to you, Lord; 
    Lord, hear my voice. 
Let your ears be attentive 
    to my cry for mercy. 
If you, Lord, kept a record of sins, 
    Lord, who could stand? 
But with you there is forgiveness, 
    so that we can, with reverence, serve you. 
I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, 
    and in his word I put my hope. 
I wait for the Lord 
    more than watchmen wait for the morning, 
    more than watchmen wait for the morning. 
Israel, put your hope in the Lord, 
    for with the Lord is unfailing love 
    and with him is full redemption. 
He himself will redeem Israel 
    from all their sins. 
 

Thought: 
This psalm is a song of ascents (Psalm 120-134), which were sung on a pilgrimage’s ascent into 
Jerusalem. As people approached the Holy City, they would climb the road from Jericho. This is 
a 3,300-foot elevation change in about 11 miles. (similar to climbing Cabbage Hill outside 
Pendleton). ON the climb, they would confess their sins, realizing they are climbing to the place 
where God dwells. Their prayer turns to a prayer of thanksgiving as they tell their sins and 
receive God’s forgiveness. Pray the Psalm adding your cries, your sins in, and accept the 
forgiveness God offers as you enter the Holy of Holies.  

 
Ezekiel 33:10-16 (NRSV) 

  “Son of man, say to the Israelites, ‘This is what you are saying: “Our offenses and sins 
weigh us down, and we are wasting away because of them. How then can we live?”’ Say to 
them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord, I take no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! 
Why will you die, people of Israel?’ 

“Therefore, son of man, say to your people, ‘If someone who is righteous disobeys, that 
person’s former righteousness will count for nothing. And if someone who is wicked repents, 
that person’s former wickedness will not bring condemnation. The righteous person who sins 
will not be allowed to live even though they were formerly righteous.’ If I tell a righteous 
person that they will surely live, but then they trust in their righteousness and do evil, none of 
the righteous things that person has done will be remembered; they will die for the evil they 
have done. And if I say to a wicked person, ‘You will surely die,’ but they then turn away 



from their sin and do what is just and right—if they give back what they took in pledge for a 
loan, return what they have stolen, follow the decrees that give life, and do no evil—that 
person will surely live; they will not die. None of the sins that person has committed will be 
remembered against them. They have done what is just and right; they will surely live. 
 

Thought:  
  Ezekiel prophecy is a call for the people to repent and turn to God. The people think that 
God will treat “sinners” different righteous people. In this passage, we hear God treating all 
people equally. All, the sinner and the righteous are called to repent from their sins. This calls me 
each day to review the day before, confess my sins to God, accept forgiveness and strive to not 
sin today. When I have a lingering sin, something I do day in and day out, I invite a friend to 
hold me accountable. God wants a relationship with us, yet all too often we turn away.  
 
Revelation 11:15-19 (NRSV) 

The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, which 
said: 

“The kingdom of the world has become 
    the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah, 
    and he will reign for ever and ever.” 

And the twenty-four elders, who were seated on their thrones before God, fell on their 
faces and worshiped God, saying: 

“We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, 
    the One who is and who was, 
because you have taken your great power 
    and have begun to reign. 
The nations were angry, 
    and your wrath has come. 
The time has come for judging the dead, 
    and for rewarding your servants the prophets 
and your people who revere your name, 
    both great and small— 
and for destroying those who destroy the earth.” 

Then God’s temple in heaven was opened, and within his temple was seen the ark of his 
covenant. And there came flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake and a 
severe hailstorm. 
 
Thought:  

Revelation tells us the day will come when God’s Kingdom will come to earth. God is 
the one who was and who is and who is to come. God is the same yesterday, today and forever. 
When his kingdom comes to earth, the faithful will fall down and worship, and the unfaithful 
will deal with wrath and judgment. At this time, we will come to see God in his glory, 
symbolized by the earthquake.  

 
Prayer:  
 Holy God, you have called us to be your holy people, to follow and worship you. Yet, all 
too often, we wander away, we make a wrong turn, we get lost, we sin. Forgive us. Fill us anew 
with your Holy Spirit and guide us on your path of righteousness.  
 We praise you that you are the same yesterday, today and forever. You remain faithful to 
your covenant and to your people. In the midst of darkness, you are the light of the world. The 



day is coming when your light will shine in the darkness, and all nations will bow to you. During 
this time of darkness in the world, may people repent and turn to you. Open the hearts of both the 
sinner and the righteous. Make your will known on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Today, we pray for those who are dealing with isolation. You have created us to be in 
relationship with you and others. As people shelter in place, remind us of your presence and the 
love of others. Guide us on ways we can remain in relationship with one another. Show us how 
to be the church in a new way.  
 Loving God, may your arms embrace and protect those dealing with sickness and death 
today. As the world mourns for those who have died, give us hearts of compassion for all your 
creation.  
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


