
Tuesday, May 12, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
 Psalm 102:1-17; Proverbs 3:5-12 & Acts 7:44-56 
 
Psalm 102:1-17 (NRSV) 
 Hear my prayer, O Lord; 
     let my cry come to you. 
 Do not hide your face from me 
     in the day of my distress. 
 Incline your ear to me; 
     answer me speedily in the day when I call. 
 For my days pass away like smoke, 
     and my bones burn like a furnace. 
 My heart is stricken and withered like grass; 
     I am too wasted to eat my bread. 
 Because of my loud groaning 
     my bones cling to my skin. 
 I am like an owl of the wilderness, 
     like a little owl of the waste places. 
 I lie awake; 
     I am like a lonely bird on the housetop. 
 All day long my enemies taunt me; 
     those who deride me use my name for a curse. 
 For I eat ashes like bread, 
     and mingle tears with my drink, 
 because of your indignation and anger; 
     for you have lifted me up and thrown me aside. 
 My days are like an evening shadow; 
     I wither away like grass. 
 But you, O Lord, are enthroned forever; 
     your name endures to all generations. 
 You will rise up and have compassion on Zion, 
     for it is time to favor it; 
     the appointed time has come. 
 For your servants hold its stones dear, 
     and have pity on its dust. 
 The nations will fear the name of the Lord, 
     and all the kings of the earth your glory. 
 For the Lord will build up Zion; 
     he will appear in his glory. 
 He will regard the prayer of the destitute, 
     and will not despise their prayer. 
 
Thought: 
  Most scholars think Psalm 102 was written during the Babylonian exile. It was a time of 
poverty and despair for the Israelites. Yet the Psalmist has hope for the future. He knows that the 
day will come when God will show compassion upon Zion, God will remember His covenant 
with Israel. After the storm of exile, the people will come back to the holy city of God. He longs 



for that day. Yet, it will not come until the appointed time of God. As we go through difficult 
times, we need to have faith that God is with us in the midst of it and God will lead us out. This 
may not have been in the psalmist’s lifetime; it would happen in God’s appointed time. God will 
have compassion on His people. And this compassion will be a witness to the nations of the 
world.  
 
Proverbs 3:5-12 (NRSV) 
 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 
     and do not rely on your own insight. 
 In all your ways acknowledge him, 
     and he will make straight your paths. 
 Do not be wise in your own eyes; 
     fear the Lord, and turn away from evil. 
 It will be a healing for your flesh 
     and a refreshment for your body. 
 Honor the Lord with your substance 
     and with the first fruits of all your produce; 
 then your barns will be filled with plenty, 
     and your vats will be bursting with wine. 
 My child, do not despise the Lord’s discipline 
     or be weary of his reproof, 
 for the Lord reproves the one he loves, 
     as a father the son in whom he delights. 
 
Thought: 
 As we journey through life, there seems to be a number of twists and turns, ups and 
downs. The past few months have seemed to be a major detour or going down a dead-end. There 
are times we think we are following God and things still go awry. Even my coming to Hermiston 
as pastor seemed to come from a roundabout path. After serving 17 years in Mill City, I took a 
call to Pennsylvania. After only one year, I knew I was in the wrong place. For another year, I 
wondered if God was calling me out of ministry. I realized as the call process went here, I would 
probably not have come had I still been serving in Mill City. I needed the year away from 
ministry to sense God calling me hear. Now, with hindsight being 20-20, I see God’s hand 
guiding my path. While it may look anything but straight in my eyes, God had a straight path for 
me.  
 With God at our side, we are also not walking alone. We are able to lean on God’s 
understanding and not ours alone. We find wisdom from God, and not from ourselves or others. 
God’s guidance will lead us away from sin and temptation. Then, our response to God is bring 
him our first fruits. We honor God with our gifts, our tithes and offerings. We give to God our 
best in response to God giving himself to us.  
 
 
Acts 7:44-56 (NRSV) 
 “Our ancestors had the tent of testimony in the wilderness, as God directed when he 
spoke to Moses, ordering him to make it according to the pattern he had seen. Our ancestors in 
turn brought it in with Joshua when they dispossessed the nations that God drove out before our 
ancestors. And it was there until the time of David, who found favor with God and asked that he 
might find a dwelling place for the house of Jacob. But it was Solomon who built a house for 
him. Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made with human hands; as the prophet says, 



 ‘Heaven is my throne, 
     and the earth is my footstool. 
 What kind of house will you build for me, says the Lord, 
     or what is the place of my rest? 
 Did not my hand make all these things?’ 
 “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are forever opposing the 
Holy Spirit, just as your ancestors used to do. Which of the prophets did your ancestors not 
persecute? They killed those who foretold the coming of the Righteous One, and now you have 
become his betrayers and murderers. You are the ones that received the law as ordained by 
angels, and yet you have not kept it.” 
 When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their teeth at Stephen.  
But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 
 
Thought:  
  As Stephen finished his retelling the story of Israel, he focused on the one piece of 
history that points to the death and resurrection of Jesus. As Israel wandered through the 
wilderness and came into the Promised Land, God was present with them in the tabernacle. This 
tent was able to move with the people and represented that God was going with them. That Israel 
was walking in the path of the Lord. The people wanted a permanent house for God to be present 
amongst them. Finally, in the time of Solomon, the temple was built. Yet, the prophets have 
stated that God does not dwell within a house built by people. We cannot contain God to one 
place. 
 When the prophets came and called the people to return to God, to allow God in their 
hearts, they persecuted and killed the prophets. Now, the current generation has killed a prophet 
of God. More so, they have killed the Righteous One—the person who is God. In this, Stephen 
has equated Jesus as the Righteous Son of God. For the leaders, Stephen has committed 
blasphemy and the result was his death. As Stephen kept the focus on God and not on himself, at 
the point of death, he looked into heaven and saw the fulfilment of his faith: The Son of Man 
standing at the right hand of God. May we have the faith to keep our eyes on Jesus, the author 
and finisher of the faith.  
 
Prayer:  
 Guiding Lord, we are thankful that you lead us as your children. May we trust your 
guiding light, found in your Son and shown to us in your holy word. May we keep your way 
before us this day. As we journey through the highs and lows, may we trust that our paths are 
leading us straight to you. As you have richly blessed us, may we be your blessing in the world 
today. Shine your light through us to witness your faithfulness to those we meet today.  
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


