
Monday, April 20, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
 Psalm 114; Judges 6:36-40; 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 
 
Psalm 114 (NRSV) 
 When Israel went out from Egypt, 
     the house of Jacob from a people of strange language, 
 Judah became God’s sanctuary, 
     Israel his dominion. 
 The sea looked and fled; 
     Jordan turned back. 
 The mountains skipped like rams, 
     the hills like lambs. 
 Why is it, O sea, that you flee? 
     O Jordan, that you turn back? 
 O mountains, that you skip like rams? 
     O hills, like lambs? 
 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, 
     at the presence of the God of Jacob, 
 who turns the rock into a pool of water, 
     the flint into a spring of water. 
 
Thought: 
 When the Psalmist remembered the Exodus, he remembered the actions of the earth. The 
Red Sea parted and allowed the people to cross on dry ground. The Jordan backed up during the 
flood season at the presence of the Arc of the Covenant. The mountains and the hills responded 
to the salvation being provided by the Lord. The earth responded to its creator. Moses and the 
Israelites saw the power of God through God’s creation. While the Exodus was a unique event in 
history, God is still present in His creation. If we could see it, we could see the mountains and 
the hills, the earth itself tremble in the presence of the Lord. Spend a little time today in the 
backyard, or on a walk seeking God in His creation.  
 
Judges 6:36-40 (NRSV) 
 Then Gideon said to God, “In order to see whether you will deliver Israel by my hand, as 
you have said, I am going to lay a fleece of wool on the threshing floor; if there is dew on the 
fleece alone, and it is dry on all the ground, then I shall know that you will deliver Israel by my 
hand, as you have said.” And it was so. When he rose early next morning and squeezed the 
fleece, he wrung enough dew from the fleece to fill a bowl with water. Then Gideon said to God, 
“Do not let your anger burn against me, let me speak one more time; let me, please, make trial 
with the fleece just once more; let it be dry only on the fleece, and on all the ground let there be 
dew.” And God did so that night. It was dry on the fleece only, and on all the ground there was 
dew. 
 
Thought: 
  God had called Gideon to be the next judge to deliver Israel from the Midianites. God 
came to Gideon while he was threshing grain while hiding inside a wine press. The angel called 
him “a mighty warrior.” Gideon didn’t look like a mighty warrior. Gideon did not have much 
faith either. He continued to ask for signs that God was calling him. Gideon seems to be a man of 



weak faith and unbelief. Yet, God does not leave him and find another, God walks beside him 
and shapes him into a mighty warrior. Gideon knew he was from the weakest clan, from the 
weakest family being called to go against a powerful enemy. The signs gave Gideon the faith to 
trust God’s power and strength, and not his own. We are told not to put the Lord to a test, as 
Gideon did, but still have faith that God can use the faithful, even with some doubt, to bring 
about great change for His kingdom.  
 
 
1 Corinthians 15:12-20 (NRSV) 
 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no 
resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been 
raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith 
has been in vain. We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that 
he raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. For if the dead 
are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile 
and you are still in your sins. Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. If for this 
life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.  
 
Thought:  
  Paul states in the negative what is found in the fact that Jesus had been raised from the 
dead. Since Jesus has been raised from the dead, what the apostles teach is true, our faith is well-
founded, our sins are forgiven, those who have died in the faith hare are alive and will live 
forever. And finally, we are to be envied. The resurrection is the center of our faith. In the 
resurrection, God fulfills all our longings. God has forgiven us and guides us to live lives fruitful 
for his kingdom.  
 Jesus’ death is proof that God loves us and willingness to save us. His resurrection proves 
God has the power and ability to save us. We do not need to despair, for Christ is risen. Our faith 
is founded in a living Savior, one who died for our sins and lives again offering us the gift of life. 
 
Prayer:  
 Holy God, the heavens sing of your glory. The mountains quake at your presence. All 
creation proclaims your glory. Yet, we are often too timid or weak to trust and follow you. At 
times, we question your love and faithfulness. WE look at ourselves and our weaknesses instead 
of your strength and power. We look at our sins and shortcomings instead of your resurrection 
and new life found in Christ. Please forgive us, and empower us to live as your children, 
proclaiming your grace and love.  
 Loving Lord, we pray for our community, our state, our nation, the world. In the midst of 
suffering and death, your gift of life eternal is needed. Send your children into the world to share 
your salvation, to proclaim your kingdom. We pray for those who are providing hope in the 
midst of suffering. We pray for our police, firefighters and first responders.  
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


