
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
  Psalm 29; Job 39:13-25 & 1 Corinthians 12:4-13 
 
Psalm 29 (NRSV) 
 Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,  
     ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
 Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name; 
     worship the Lord in holy splendor. 
 The voice of the Lord is over the waters; 
     the God of glory thunders, 
     the Lord, over mighty waters. 
 The voice of the Lord is powerful; 
     the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 
 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; 
     the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 
 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
     and Sirion like a young wild ox. 
 The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire. 
 The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 
     the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
 The voice of the Lord causes the oaks to whirl,  
     and strips the forest bare; 
     and in his temple all say, “Glory!” 
 The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; 
     the Lord sits enthroned as king forever. 
 May the Lord give strength to his people! 
     May the Lord bless his people with peace! 
 
Thought: 
  In my first preaching class in grad school, I basically read my manuscript. Before one 
sermon, my professor came up and took it from me and required me to preach the sermon with 
no notes. When I hesitated to preach, he told me I would get an “A” no matter what I said. That 
taught me to look at people while I preach. Over the past couple months, I have missed the 
interaction I have while preaching.  
 As I have watched my sermons during this time, I also realized I am not paying attention 
to the importance of voice. It is more monotone and evenly paced. Voice gives meaning to 
words. Imagine saying “What happened?” different ways. Depending on voice, it could be in 
anger, surprise, excitement or disappointment. What are other emotions? All from two words. In 
fact, a lot of miscommunications happens because the same words are meant one way and 
received another.  
 Listen to the images of the word “voice” in this Psalm. “The voice of the Lord is over the 
waters.” The voice of the Lord is: powerful, full of majesty, breaks the strong cedars, flashes 
forth flames, shakes the wilderness, causes oaks to whirl. The voice of the is a strong powerful 
voice. Through the voice of the Lord, strength is given to His people. To understand the love and 
grace behind the power, God came in Jesus in order that we can understand the meaning of the 
strong voice. God’s voice is full of compassion and forgiveness. Through His word, God blesses 
his people and gives us peace.  



 
Job 39:13-25 (NRSV) 
 “The ostrich’s wings flap wildly, 
     though its pinions lack plumage. 
 For it leaves its eggs to the earth, 
     and lets them be warmed on the ground, 
 forgetting that a foot may crush them, 
     and that a wild animal may trample them. 
 It deals cruelly with its young, as if they were not its own; 
     though its labor should be in vain, yet it has no fear; 
 because God has made it forget wisdom, 
     and given it no share in understanding. 
 When it spreads its plumes aloft,  
     it laughs at the horse and its rider. 
 “Do you give the horse its might? 
     Do you clothe its neck with mane? 
 Do you make it leap like the locust? 
     Its majestic snorting is terrible. 
 It paws violently, exults mightily; 
     it goes out to meet the weapons. 
 It laughs at fear, and is not dismayed; 
     it does not turn back from the sword. 
 Upon it rattle the quiver, 
     the flashing spear, and the javelin. 
 With fierceness and rage it swallows the ground; 
     it cannot stand still at the sound of the trumpet. 
 When the trumpet sounds, it says ‘Aha!’ 
     From a distance it smells the battle, 
     the thunder of the captains, and the shouting. 
 
Thought: 
 The other day, I flushed a pheasant out of its hiding space. Because it was next to a fence 
post, when it took flight, it hit the post, then the fence wiring, and finally got away. Fortunately, I 
was just passing. It is amazing to watch animals protect themselves or their young from 
predators. A killdeer will act injured. Ducks will swim in groups with their young to look bigger 
to the hawks and eagles in the air. Everyone knows that rattlesnakes shake their rattles to give 
warning.  
 God is telling Job that while some of these traits may seem foolish or silly to humans, 
God has given them as a means of protection. Even how an animal moves is a gift from God. 
When we look at the different animals, how they act and behave, we can take pause and give 
praise to God. All the creatures God has created display His glory.   
 
1 Corinthians 12:4-13 (NRSV) 
 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, 
but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of 
them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one 
is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge 
according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the 
one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of 



spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are 
activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit 
chooses. 
 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into 
one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
 
Thought:  
 Paul reminds us that all Christians are of the same body, the body of Christ. We are 
unified in Christ. This does not mean we all look, act or live the same. In fact, the differences are 
part of what makes us the body. The Spirit of God has gifted us uniquely for the benefit of the 
body.  
 The question to ask is: what gift has God given you for the common good? Maybe God 
has been teaching you something or encouraging you to begin using a gift you haven’t used in a 
while. Some people are given gifts through different experiences or circumstances in their past. 
While preaching class may have given me training, it is God who has gifted me as a preacher. I 
heard of a person who had a heart attack. As the result, he became blind. So, he started listening 
to the Bible on tape and then compact disc. The sense of sight was gone, but the sense of 
memory compensated. After years of listening, he could quote chapters of the Bible. Once in a 
while, we need to evaluate again and think about what gifts God has given for the common good.  
 
Prayer:  
 Powerful Lord, give us ears to hear your voice. Through your word, you have created all 
that is. Through your word became flesh, you created us anew as part of your family. Help us to 
live in unity with all the members of your family. May we be one body—no matter the race or 
the social status. May we find our meaning and purpose from you. Allow your gifts to displayed 
through us to give you glory and draw people to your loving voice.   
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


