
Wednesday, April 29, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
  Psalm 134; Exodus 24:1-11; John 21:1-14 
 
Psalm 134 (NRSV) 
 Come, bless the Lord, all you servants of the Lord, 
     who stand by night in the house of the Lord! 
 Lift up your hands to the holy place, 
     and bless the Lord. 
 May the Lord, maker of heaven and earth, 
     bless you from Zion. 
 
Thought: 
  Over the past couple of weeks, I have been waking up in the middle of the night. I am 
thinking about the best solution to fixing a sprinkler system, what papers I need to finish my 
taxes, what bills need to be paid, thinking about a friend facing surgery, and the list continues. 
My mind is racing, and I begin to stress and worry. I don’t think it is uncommon for people to 
wake during the night going through the list of worries.  
 It is at that time that we need to remember to lift our hands in praise. We can take to 
focus off our worries and submit them to God. The creator of the heavens and the earth is 
waiting for us to lift songs of praise and prayers to him. While there are many night prayers, 
called Compline, simply saying words similar to this Psalm allows us to have faith in God. We 
are in a holy place wherever we are. God’s Holy Spirit is present with us. During the night, we 
can simply pray, “I lift my hands to you, O Lord, maker of heaven and earth. May you be praised 
in my life. I humble myself in your presence. Praise the Lord. I bring before you my concerns, 
my thoughts, my challenges. Allow me to rest in your holy presence.” 
 
Exodus 24:1-11 (NRSV) 
 Then he said to Moses, “Come up to the Lord, you and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and 
seventy of the elders of Israel, and worship at a distance. Moses alone shall come near the Lord; 
but the others shall not come near, and the people shall not come up with him.” 
 Moses came and told the people all the words of the Lord and all the ordinances; and all 
the people answered with one voice, and said, “All the words that the Lord has spoken we will 
do.” And Moses wrote down all the words of the Lord. He rose early in the morning, and built an 
altar at the foot of the mountain, and set up twelve pillars, corresponding to the twelve tribes of 
Israel. He sent young men of the people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed 
oxen as offerings of well-being to the Lord. Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins, and 
half of the blood he dashed against the altar. Then he took the book of the covenant, and read it 
in the hearing of the people; and they said, “All that the Lord has spoken we will do, and we will 
be obedient.” Moses took the blood and dashed it on the people, and said, “See the blood of the 
covenant that the Lord has made with you in accordance with all these words.” 
 Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up, 
and they saw the God of Israel. Under his feet there was something like a pavement of sapphire 
stone, like the very heaven for clearness. God did not lay his hand on the chief men of the people 
of Israel; also they beheld God, and they ate and drank.  



 
Thought: 
  We usually take sitting down to dinner with others as commonplace. Yet we don’t think 
about having meals with those we disagree. One of the things I like about being Presbyterian is 
our ability to agree to disagree. At presbytery meetings, we can debate an issue and then have a 
final vote with the majority winning. Early in ministry, after one heated debate with another 
pastor, he came over and asked to dinner together. Over dinner, we talked about everything in 
ministry except the issue we just debated. We knew where each other stood on those issues. One 
had won, the other lost the debate. No need to debate it again. Now was a time to build 
friendship, to be in relationship with other another. We agreed that relationship was important. 
That minister taught me a lesson. Whenever I have debated against someone at a presbytery 
meeting, I have offered to go out for a drink or meal to simply reconnect as colleagues.  
 In this passage, the people of Israel are having a covenant meal. These meals could only 
happen when people were at peace with one another. When two warring groups decided to enter 
a peace agreement, they would have a meal to finalize the rules of peace. Table fellowship is 
agreeing to be at peace as brothers and sisters. 
 This covenant meal is the leaders of the tribes of Israel with God. They have agreed to be 
at peace with one another. Israel had promised to follow the law of the covenant, and the Lord 
had agreed to be their God. While this peace between Israel and God was short lived due to 
Israel not keeping the covenant, God offers a new covenant through Jesus Christ. God invites us 
to sit at table with Him and with one another in peace.  
 
John 21:1-14 (NRSV) 
 After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and 
he showed himself in this way. Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the 
Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. Simon 
Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went 
out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 
 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was 
Jesus. Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” He 
said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, 
and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. That disciple whom 
Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put 
on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. But the other disciples came in the 
boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards 
off. 
 When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. 
Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” So Simon Peter went 
aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though 
there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now 
none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus 
came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the 
third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 
 
Thought:  



  Here is Jesus offering to have breakfast with his disciples after the resurrection. They 
know they have not kept their part of the covenant. Yet, Jesus continued to invite them to the 
table to eat. Jesus invites them to bring some of what they have to share. That is part of the 
covenant. God invites us to bring what we have, who we are to sit at table with him. To be at 
peace with him.  
 When we try to go at it alone, we come up empty handed. The disciples had fished all 
night and caught nothing. Now, when they are supposed to be done, and no fish should be 
caught, when following Jesus command, they fill their nets. We are full when we listen to Jesus 
and follow his words.  
 We also know John was a fisherman. He tells Peter that this is the Lord. Yet, he pauses to 
count the number of fish. Most commentaries think this symbolizes the number of nations in the 
world at the time. While the 70 sat at table in the covenant meal in Exodus, Jesus is now having a 
covenant meal with all the nations. The gift of peace from God found in Jesus Christ is available 
to all.  
 
Prayer:  
 Almighty God, you invite us to be in a covenant relationship with you. You have given us 
your peace and called us your children. All too often, we either take it for granted or don’t realize 
the gift you have given us. We do not need to be at war with you or with one another. Help us to 
be people of covenant, willing to forgive those who have hurt us as you have forgiven us. May 
we seek reconciliation and sit at table in peace. May we live by the peace you have shown us.  
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


