
Thursday, June 4, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
 Psalm 8; Job 38:1-11; 2 Timothy 1:8-12a 
 
Psalm 8 (NRSV) 
 O Lord, our Sovereign, 
     how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 You have set your glory above the heavens. 
     Out of the mouths of babes and infants 
 you have founded a bulwark because of your foes, 
     to silence the enemy and the avenger. 
 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
     the moon and the stars that you have established; 
 what are human beings that you are mindful of them, 
     mortals that you care for them? 
 Yet you have made them a little lower than God,  
     and crowned them with glory and honor. 
 You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; 
     you have put all things under their feet, 
 all sheep and oxen, 
     and also the beasts of the field, 
 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, 
     whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 
 O Lord, our Sovereign, 
     how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 
Thought: 
 Last week, SpaceX Dragon took flight on a historic mission. For the first time in nearly a 
decade, astronauts were launched from the United States. A day later, it docked with the 
International Space Station. At 9:10 this evening, you can look to the eastern sky and see the 
Space Station fly over the southern part of our sky. It will be the last chance to see the ISS until 
after Dragon has left and returned to earth. It is a marvel to look up and see something built by 
humans with 8 people on board orbiting the earth. Something that looks so small at about 200 
miles from earth.  
 Then, to pause and think about how vast space is. To look up at the stars, to see a full 
moon, to enjoy the heavens. Even the few city lights of Hermiston block out some of the stars. 
Several years ago, Janet and I were at the Four Corners of New Mexico, Colorado, Utah and 
Arizona. We could not see any artificial light. We parked our car, shut off the lights and just 
looked up. It was awe inspiring.  
 It is easy to let the lights (or the darkness) of people interfere with seeing the glory of the 
Lord. Psalm 8, along with many others, reminds us to do just that. Humanity, at its finest, 
accomplishes things like Space Stations. God created everything we see. What we do, what we 
have made is nothing in comparison to God’s creation. The stars and the moon speak about the 
glory of God. The sun and the clouds are God’s painting canvas. Compared to God’s creation, 
humanity is just specks of dust.  
 Then, there is the important word: Yet. God has a purpose for humanity. God has created 
us to be in relationship with God, with one another and with God’s creation. We are crowned 



with God’s glory. Each and every human is created and crowned by their creator. Instead of 
seeing others as specks of dust, may we see each other as children of the King of creation.  
 
Job 38:1-11 (NRSV) 
 Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind: 
 “Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 
 Gird up your loins like a man, 
     I will question you, and you shall declare to me. 
 “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 
     Tell me, if you have understanding. 
 Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 
     Or who stretched the line upon it? 
 On what were its bases sunk, 
     or who laid its cornerstone 
 when the morning stars sang together 
     and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy? 
 “Or who shut in the sea with doors 
     when it burst out from the womb?— 
 when I made the clouds its garment, 
     and thick darkness its swaddling band, 
 and prescribed bounds for it, 
     and set bars and doors, 
 and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, 
     and here shall your proud waves be stopped’?  
 
Thought: 
 I hate it when I ask a question and get a question in response. Job has pled his case before 
God. Throughout the book, Job has asked why misfortune happened. In a moment, almost 
everything was lost to Job: his crop, his servants, his animals and his children. All was destroyed. 
Job has been faithful to God and has not turned away from his faith. He just wanted to know why 
misfortune happened. Now, God will give him the right to challenge the divine rule.  
 Over the next week of lectionary passages, we will read the speech of the Lord. This is 
one of the longest theophanies (Divine appearances) of God. To Elijah, God appeared in a still 
small whisper (1 Kings 19). To Abraham, God appeared as human travelers (Genesis 18). To 
those escaping Egypt, God appeared as a fire by night and a cloud by day. Here in Job, God 
spoke out of a whirlwind.  
 In the past few weeks, our country has been in a huge whirlwind of turmoil. Some have 
called it a perfect storm. We have had weeks of stay at home orders. People have lost jobs and 
been idle. A vivid video of police brutality. A government unable or unwilling to handle the 
protests and the riots. If we are not careful, we can find ourselves responding out of fear and get 
caught up in the destructive storm.  
 Yet, out of the whirlwind, God spoke to Job. God spoke in an unexpected yet playful 
way. He asked Job, “where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?” We hear of 
morning stars singing and boundaries being set on the waves. When we first hear this, we realize 
that we have no clue what is really going on. In the midst of the whirlwind, we need to trust the 
one who created and set the boundaries. We need to step down from our high places and realize 
God is talking to us from the midst of the whirlwind of our days. Are we listening to the other 
voices, or can we pause and listen to the one who set the cornerstone of creation? 
 



Timothy 1:8-12a (NRSV) 
 Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join 
with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, who saved us and called us 
with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and grace. This 
grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, but it has now been revealed through 
the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality 
to light through the gospel. For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, 
and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put 
my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard until that day what I have entrusted to him.  
 
Thought:  
  Do not be ashamed of a holy calling. Paul was imprisoned writing to his disciple 
Timothy. He was reassuring Timothy there are things as Christians we should not be ashamed. 
First and foremost, we should not be ashamed to testify about our faith in Jesus Christ. By grace 
God has saved us and given us a holy calling. Whenever we are given an opportunity, we share 
our faith with others in love.  
 When we have not needed to work for something, we can be ashamed that we have it. So, 
we think we need to earn it. Salvation is not that way. It is a gift freely given by God to us. And, 
in turn, we are to share God’s saving gift with others. Our works are in response to God’s grace. 
And, our works should be to serve God’s purposes. At times, this means that we speak up to the 
injustices of our time. We offer a hand to someone in need. We stand against the wrongdoings 
around us. We live the gospel in our lives. We are not ashamed to simply to stand with Jesus and 
honor God.  
 In the end, Paul told Timothy to not be ashamed of him for being imprisoned. This is 
because Paul was honoring God when he was taken to prison and while he was imprisoned. 
Whether in prison or out, Paul was honoring God as a herald, apostle and teacher. While this 
brought same from other people, it brought glory to God. There are times we should be ashamed, 
and admit our sin and repent. Yet, we should never be ashamed of the gospel and our Lord.  
 
Prayer:  
 Creator God, we look to the heavens and see your handiwork. You created the stars, the 
sun and the moon. You set the measurement of the earth and gave the ocean its boundaries. O 
Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth. Yet, we allow the lights and darkness of our 
lives and the lives of others interfere with seeing your glory. Cleanse us from our sin and allow 
us to witness your work in our lives.  
 Almighty God, we pray for our nation. During this whirlwind, may your people listen to 
your voice. Send your peacemakers and prophets, your teachers and servants to work your justice 
in our land. We pray for the families dealing with death and destruction. We pray for your 
message of hope and salvation to heal our land. Lord, hear our prayer.  
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


