
Monday, June 8, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
 Psalm 29; Job 38:39-39:12 & 1 Corinthians 12:1-3 
 
Psalm 29 (NRSV) 
 Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,  
     ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
 Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name; 
     worship the Lord in holy splendor. 
 The voice of the Lord is over the waters; 
     the God of glory thunders, 
     the Lord, over mighty waters. 
 The voice of the Lord is powerful; 
     the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 
 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; 
     the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 
 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
     and Sirion like a young wild ox. 
 The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire. 
 The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 
     the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
 The voice of the Lord causes the oaks to whirl,  
     and strips the forest bare; 
     and in his temple all say, “Glory!” 
 The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; 
     the Lord sits enthroned as king forever. 
 May the Lord give strength to his people! 
     May the Lord bless his people with peace! 
 
Thought: 
  John Calvin writes on Psalm 29 that “there is nothing in the ordinary course of nature, 
throughout the whole frame of heaven and earth, which does not invite us to the contemplation 
of God.”  All of creation gives witness to the Lord. In Genesis 1, God’s Spirit flew over the 
waters of creation, and God’s word spoke creation into being out of the chaos. All parts of 
creation are a witness of God to humanity. At the same time, from the angels to the oxen give 
praise to God.  
 One of the most amazing cathedrals in Britain is Salisbury Cathedral. Unlike most 
cathedrals in Europe, it was built with only one architect (between 1220-1258). This gives it a 
uniformity unlike any other in Britain. The flying buttresses allowed the building to be taller, 
with thinner walls and more stained-glass than earlier cathedrals. The result affects someone 
when they walk into it. You immediately look up and give glory to God.  
 In a similar way, when we pause and look at creation, realizing it was created by only one 
architect, we pause and join with creation to give glory to God. Nature invites us to join it in 
witnessing God’s blessings to others and at the same time give credit to God for His power and 
wonder.  
 
 
 



Job 38:39-39:12 (NRSV) 
 “Can you hunt the prey for the lion, 
     or satisfy the appetite of the young lions, 
 when they crouch in their dens, 
     or lie in wait in their covert? 
 Who provides for the raven its prey, 
     when its young ones cry to God, 
     and wander about for lack of food? 
 “Do you know when the mountain goats give birth? 
     Do you observe the calving of the deer? 
 Can you number the months that they fulfill, 
     and do you know the time when they give birth, 
 when they crouch to give birth to their offspring, 
     and are delivered of their young? 
 Their young ones become strong, they grow up in the open; 
     they go forth, and do not return to them. 
 “Who has let the wild ass go free? 
     Who has loosed the bonds of the swift ass, 
 to which I have given the steppe for its home, 
     the salt land for its dwelling place? 
 It scorns the tumult of the city; 
     it does not hear the shouts of the driver. 
 It ranges the mountains as its pasture, 
     and it searches after every green thing. 
 “Is the wild ox willing to serve you? 
     Will it spend the night at your crib? 
 Can you tie it in the furrow with ropes, 
     or will it harrow the valleys after you? 
 Will you depend on it because its strength is great, 
     and will you hand over your labor to it? 
 Do you have faith in it that it will return, 
     and bring your grain to your threshing floor? 
  
Thought: 
 As God continued his playful response to Job, he asks somethings that seem within reach. 
There is the possibility to hunt the prey for the lion. One of the more beautiful things to see is the 
birth of a deer or elk in the wild. The wild ox may have been domesticated over the centuries. 
Yet, once we start to realize that there are some things we can partly do, we realize the enormous 
care God provides for His creation. God is listening to the cries of the birds of the air. God has 
made a creation that has mountain pastures for the wild ass and mountain goat. God is present 
when the wild animals give birth. God knows the number of days of all creatures in His creation. 
 God gives us a glimpse of his power and strength. Even so, we do not fully understand 
God’s ways or plans. In the midst of the difficult storms of life, we can rely on our strength and 
understanding, or we can rely on God’s. As God cares for the wild animals of creation, even 
more God cares for you. God has a plan for you to cry to return again and again to Him for 
protection. 
 
 
 



1 Corinthians 12:1-3 (NRSV) 
 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. 
You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols that could not 
speak. Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says 
“Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 
 
Thought:  
 Tomorrow, the passage will continue with the spiritual gifts of 1 Corinthians 12. Today, 
as Paul begins his list of personal gifts, he starts with the source of all the gifts. The Holy Spirit 
is the one who equips each of us for the good of the body of Christ. Even having the ability to 
say, “Jesus is Lord” in faith is a gift from the Holy Spirit. Further, those who are filled with the 
Spirit cannot curse the name of Jesus. Each part of the Trinity points to the other part to give 
glory. The Holy Spirit is often referred to as the shy member of the Trinity. The Spirit is always 
pointing to Jesus or to the Father. In his lifetime, Jesus always pointed to the Father and to the 
coming of the Spirit. And, the Father said, “this is my Son, listen to him.”  
 In the same way, as followers of Jesus Christ, it is by the grace of God’s Holy Spirit that 
we can point to Jesus as our Lord and Savior. The spiritual gifts we have been given are to be 
used for the good of the church for the glory of Jesus Christ. May we be dependent on the Holy 
Spirit for the gifts God gives us. And the first and most important gift is the ability to say, “Jesus 
is my Lord.” 
 
Prayer:  
 Almighty God, you have given us a new week to serve you. Give us eyes to see and ears 
to hear your creation sing praise to you. Allow us to join with your creation in living for your 
glory. We give you thanks for the gift of your Holy Spirit to be with us and fill us with your 
strength. May we share your gift of salvation within our homes and community this week. Lord, 
we are thankful to worship you each day and long for the day when we can worship together on 
Sunday with our brothers and sisters. Lord, hear our prayer.  
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


