
Wednesday, May 13, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
 Psalm 102:1-17; Proverbs 3:13-18 & John 8:31-38 
 
Psalm 102:1-17 (NRSV) 
 Hear my prayer, O Lord; 
     let my cry come to you. 
 Do not hide your face from me 
     in the day of my distress. 
 Incline your ear to me; 
     answer me speedily in the day when I call. 
 For my days pass away like smoke, 
     and my bones burn like a furnace. 
 My heart is stricken and withered like grass; 
     I am too wasted to eat my bread. 
 Because of my loud groaning 
     my bones cling to my skin. 
 I am like an owl of the wilderness, 
     like a little owl of the waste places. 
 I lie awake; 
     I am like a lonely bird on the housetop. 
 All day long my enemies taunt me; 
     those who deride me use my name for a curse. 
 For I eat ashes like bread, 
     and mingle tears with my drink, 
 because of your indignation and anger; 
     for you have lifted me up and thrown me aside. 
 My days are like an evening shadow; 
     I wither away like grass. 
 But you, O Lord, are enthroned forever; 
     your name endures to all generations. 
 You will rise up and have compassion on Zion, 
     for it is time to favor it; 
     the appointed time has come. 
 For your servants hold its stones dear, 
     and have pity on its dust. 
 The nations will fear the name of the Lord, 
     and all the kings of the earth your glory. 
 For the Lord will build up Zion; 
     he will appear in his glory. 
 He will regard the prayer of the destitute, 
     and will not despise their prayer. 
 
Thought: 
  “The nations will fear the name of the Lord, and all the kings of the earth your glory.” 
God’s salvation plan is always for all the nations. Remember, the word “fear” means to hold in 
high regard. Whenever I think of a verse like this, I am reminded of being presented to Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. I was a lowly assistant minister in the church where she attended a 



special worship service. I was the worship leader, and my boss preached. When Janet and I were 
presented to her, we were both in a bit of awe. Here was someone who represented so much 
more than a single person. She was representing the country and the history of Britain. I share 
this not to brag, I was just fortunate enough to be the assistant that year. Yet, this is what “fear of 
the Lord” means. And during worship, even the Queen sang “Holy, Holy, Holy.” She knew she 
was in the presence of God.  
 As disciples of Jesus Christ, we realize that God has shown himself to the destitute. It is 
not because we deserve God’s grace. This is a free gift that God gives to us. We are just 
fortunate to receive God’s protection and salvation. And through the followers of Jesus Christ, 
the world will see the glory of God.  
 
Proverbs 3:13-18 (NRSV) 
 Happy are those who find wisdom, 
     and those who get understanding, 
 for her income is better than silver, 
     and her revenue better than gold. 
 She is more precious than jewels, 
     and nothing you desire can compare with her. 
 Long life is in her right hand; 
     in her left hand are riches and honor. 
 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, 
     and all her paths are peace. 
 She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her; 
     those who hold her fast are called happy. 
 
Thought: 
  This past week, I saw a cartoon that had sign that stated in the first section, “My Daily 
Motivation: Wealth! Wealth! Wealth!” In the final section it crossed out the “W” and stated: 
“My Daily Motivation: Health! Health! Health!” (Pearls Before Swine). In the time of a 
pandemic, health has become number one. People are washing their hands more, covering the 
mouth and nose with a mask, staying home more, etc. It seems that “staying safe” has become 
the buzz word.  
 According to proverbs, a better sign would read, “My Daily Motivation: Wisdom! 
Wisdom! Wisdom!” Finding wisdom is more important than wealth or health. When we seek 
wisdom, the rest fall into place. The more we hear words about reopening, the more I think about 
people using common sense. If we have wisdom, health, wealth, peace, happiness, everything 
else will fall into place. All too often we are seeking after that which does not bring happiness. 
The wisdom of the Lord will bring happiness.   
 
John 8:31-38 (NRSV) 
 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you 
are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” They 
answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do 
you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 
The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. So 
if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed. I know that you are descendants of Abraham; 
yet you look for an opportunity to kill me, because there is no place in you for my word. I 



declare what I have seen in the Father’s presence; as for you, you should do what you have heard 
from the Father.” 
 
Thought:  
  All too often, our answer would be similar to the Jews, “We are Americans and have 
never been slaves to anyone.” We have a sense of freedom in America that has been unknown 
throughout history. Even as there are still struggles with issues of slavery (both historical and 
now sexual slavery), we have freedom that many countries around the world has never had. Part 
of the struggle with the COVID-19 and shutdowns is where do our personal freedoms surpass 
government control. This is not an issue in many other countries. And, our Bill of Rights gives us 
specific freedoms that few countries have. We are never been slaves of anyone.  
 Yet, Jesus tells us that when we sin, we become a slave to sin. How many times have you 
seen that true in your life? All too often we feel the weight of our past sins at times we should be 
free to enjoy life. For example, someone once said that telling the truth is just easier. When we 
tell a lie, we need to remember what we said and who we said what to. If we repeat it enough, we 
may even start to believe it ourselves. It weighs us down. We become enslaved to it. All sin 
works that way.  
 It is in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, we have been given a freedom from sin. God has 
forgiven us our sins and we are free to live as children of God. When we live into this freedom, 
we are able to share life and salvation with others.  
 
Prayer:  
 God of our salvation, we give you all glory and honor. We are in awe in your presence. 
May we truly live in holy fear of the Lord living as your beloved children. We thank you for the 
gift of salvation. Give us your wisdom to live today for you.   
 Holy God, we pray for the leaders of this world. May they lead in a position of service as 
you do. Guide President Trump, Vice President Pence, our senators and representatives, and all 
you have placed in leadership over us. Give them wise counsel that we may remain a land free to 
gather and worship you. We pray for the day that this pandemic is over so that we can gather 
together as your family and worship you. Hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


