
Monday, March 30, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 

Psalm 143; 1 Kings 17:17-24; Acts 20:7-12 
 
 
Psalm 143 (NRSV) 

Hear my prayer, O Lord; 
    give ear to my supplications in your faithfulness; 
    answer me in your righteousness. 
Do not enter into judgment with your servant, 
    for no one living is righteous before you. 
For the enemy has pursued me, 
    crushing my life to the ground, 
    making me sit in darkness like those long dead. 
Therefore my spirit faints within me; 
    my heart within me is appalled. 
I remember the days of old, 
    I think about all your deeds, 
    I meditate on the works of your hands. 
I stretch out my hands to you; 
    my soul thirsts for you like a parched land. 
Answer me quickly, O Lord; 
    my spirit fails. 
Do not hide your face from me, 
    or I shall be like those who go down to the Pit. 
Let me hear of your steadfast love in the morning, 
    for in you I put my trust. 
Teach me the way I should go, 
    for to you I lift up my soul. 
Save me, O Lord, from my enemies; 
    I have fled to you for refuge.  
Teach me to do your will, 
    for you are my God. 
Let your good spirit lead me 
    on a level path. 
For your name’s sake, O Lord, preserve my life. 
    In your righteousness bring me out of trouble. 
In your steadfast love cut off my enemies, 
    and destroy all my adversaries, 
    for I am your servant. 
 

Thought: 
 During this last week of Lent before Holy Week, this Psalm is a prayer of calling on God 
to forgive our sins. David was being pursued by his enemies and called on God to not enter 
judgment against him. None of us can stand in the presence of God without the grace of God 



being given to us. David reminds us to remember the things of old, both in our lives and in 
history that display the faithfulness of God. When our spirit is weak and afraid, we can meditate 
on the works of God’s hands. Spend time giving thanks to God for his character.  
 
1 Kings 17:17-24 (NRSV) 

After this the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, became ill; his illness was so 
severe that there was no breath left in him. She then said to Elijah, “What have you against 
me, O man of God? You have come to me to bring my sin to remembrance, and to cause the 
death of my son!” But he said to her, “Give me your son.” He took him from her bosom, 
carried him up into the upper chamber where he was lodging, and laid him on his own 
bed. He cried out to the Lord, “O Lord my God, have you brought calamity even upon the 
widow with whom I am staying, by killing her son?” Then he stretched himself upon the 
child three times, and cried out to the Lord, “O Lord my God, let this child’s life come into 
him again.” The Lord listened to the voice of Elijah; the life of the child came into him again, 
and he revived. Elijah took the child, brought him down from the upper chamber into the 
house, and gave him to his mother; then Elijah said, “See, your son is alive.” So the woman 
said to Elijah, “Now I know that you are a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in your 
mouth is truth.” 
 

Thought: 
 Elijah had been staying in the upper room of this widow’s house for a while. During a 
time of drought, God had provided oil and flour that they were cared for. Now, her son died, she 
may as well have been dead. She blamed Elijah, not that it was his fault. Maybe even the 
calamity was because Elijah had pointed out her sin. In the midst of the grief, Elijah had faith to 
turn to God in prayer. It seems that with the growing cases of coronavirus, we can focus on the 
death tolls. This event from the life of Elijah calls us to have faith in the one who gives life in the 
midst of death. Life has overcome.  
 
Acts 20:7-12 (NRSV) 

On the first day of the week, when we met to break bread, Paul was holding a discussion 
with them; since he intended to leave the next day, he continued speaking until midnight. There 
were many lamps in the room upstairs where we were meeting. A young man named Eutychus, 
who was sitting in the window, began to sink off into a deep sleep while Paul talked still longer. 
Overcome by sleep, he fell to the ground three floors below and was picked up dead. But Paul 
went down, and bending over him took him in his arms, and said, “Do not be alarmed, for his life 
is in him.” Then Paul went upstairs, and after he had broken bread and eaten, he continued to 
converse with them until dawn; then he left. Meanwhile they had taken the boy away alive and 
were not a little comforted. 

 
Thought:  

When people comment that my sermons are too long, I often think of this passage. Paul 
was giving his farewell message, making sure they know everything about the god news of Jesus 
Christ. His sermon was so long, one man fell asleep while Paul talked still longer. After falling 
three stories, the boy was dead. We are not told what Paul did, just that he took the boy in his 
arms and showed him compassion. We are not told what was said or done, just that Paul returned 



to his work of having communion together and continuing his teaching. May we not fall asleep 
on the word of God, but have life in Jesus Christ.  

 
Prayer:  
 Almighty God, you are the creator of the universe. All we see, all we know comes form 
you. Open our eyes to see your world as you see it. May we be filled with compassion for those 
who are blind and cannot see, for those who are prisoners and cannot taste freedom, for those 
who are on the wrong road seeking vengeance. May we see where we are blind, imprisoned and 
wrong. Forgive us, and lead us to straight street.  
 Lord, today, we pray for your world. We pray for every nation that is dealing with this 
virus. May we have faith that you are at work even in the midst of the pain, suffering and chaos. 
We pray for world leaders. Give them wise counsel to lead their people. May this be a time that 
they are humbled and experience your saving grace. May they know that salvation comes from 
you and you alone.  
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


