
Thursday, April 9, 2020 
Maundy Thursday 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
 Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19; Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14; 
 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 & John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
 
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 (NRSV) 
 I love the Lord, because he has heard 
     my voice and my supplications. 
 Because he inclined his ear to me, 
     therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 
 What shall I return to the Lord 
     for all his bounty to me? 
 I will lift up the cup of salvation 
     and call on the name of the Lord, 
 I will pay my vows to the Lord 
     in the presence of all his people. 
 Precious in the sight of the Lord 
     is the death of his faithful ones. 
 O Lord, I am your servant; 
     I am your servant, the child of your serving girl. 
     You have loosed my bonds. 
 I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice 
     and call on the name of the Lord. 
 I will pay my vows to the Lord 
     in the presence of all his people, 
 in the courts of the house of the Lord, 
     in your midst, O Jerusalem. 
 Praise the Lord! 

 
Thought: 
  Today is Maundy Thursday. It is called this because “Maundy” means commandment, 
found in the John passage below. At the Last Supper, Jesus lifted the cup after supper, this is the 
third cup, the Cup of Redemption, or Cup of Salvation. Psalm 116 is one of the Hallel Psalms 
(Psalms 113-118) sung during Passover. Jesus takes this Psalm and gives it new meaning in the 
Last Supper and with his life. He lifted the cup of salvation and said, “Drink from it, all of you. 
This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.”   
 Jesus not only gave new meaning to Passover, he gave a fuller meaning to Psalm 116. 
Death is precious in the sight of the Lord, for the faithful are now in the presence of God. We 
enter into the courts of the Lord into the new Jerusalem. In our life and in our death, may we give 
praise to the Lord.  
 
Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14 (NRSV) 
 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you 
the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole 
congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a 
lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest 



neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who 
eat of it. 
 This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in 
your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. For I will pass through 
the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both 
human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. The 
blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over 
you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
 This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the 
Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 
 
Thought: 
  God is the God of covenant. He keeps his promises. As people of the covenant, Passover 
is not only a time that we remember what God has done in the past, but what God is doing in the 
present and in the future. We are to be ready for the coming of the Lord. The sacrifice of the 
lamb provided the blood to be a sign of God’s saving the lives of the Israelites.  
 With his death, Jesus became the Pascal Lamb. His blood was shed that we might have 
life and life eternal. We are no longer slaves to Egypt, nor slaves to sin. We are to remember 
what God did through Jesus Christ, trusting that God will continue to care for us in the present 
and in the future. As you pass through your doorway today, give thanks that God watches over 
you.  
  
 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 (NRSV) 
 For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the 
night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way he took 
the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
Thought:  
 This is the passage that provides the words of institution that as said every time we come 
to the Lord’s table. In three short verses, we are reminded what happened on Maundy Thursday. 
Jesus took simple elements, the bread and the cup, and turned them into the elements of the new 
covenant. In Jesus, the former covenant was fulfilled, not made old.  
 I find it interesting that Paul does not use the phrase, “on the night he was arrested.” 
Instead, it was “the night he was betrayed.” This word, “betrayed,” hits closer to home. The one 
who betrayed him was at table with him. He had received the bread and the cup. Jesus offered his 
life and blood for him. Yet, he did not accept it. This is true for us as well. We come to the table 
in remembrance of him who gave his body and blood so that we could be part of the family. 
And, some will betray and reject his sacrifice.  
 We are also called to remember the Lord’s death until he comes. All too often, we 
remember Jesus’ life and resurrection. We go from joy to joy. We need to be reminded to 
remember his death, to spend time in the sacrifice Jesus made in order that we could become 
covenant people. As the Jewish nation remembers the Passover, we remember God passed over 
our sins in the death of his son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
 



John 13:1-17, 31b-35 (NRSV) 
 Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 
from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved 
them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to 
betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, 
and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer 
robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon 
Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not 
know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never 
wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter 
said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One 
who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are 
clean, though not all of you.” For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not 
all of you are clean.” 
 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said 
to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are 
right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 
ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I 
have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are 
messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you 
do them. 
 “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has 
been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little 
children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so 
now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that 
you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 
Thought:  
  In Middle Eastern culture, feet are considered the most unclean parts of the body. The 
job of washing dirty feet was reserved for lowest of slaves or servants. It was the least desirable 
chore. In a lesson of discipleship, Jesus took this function upon himself and called his followers 
to follow his example. Jesus had offered his life as an example for them to follow, and for us to 
follow.  
 It is in this context, of being the lowest of servants that Jesus tells us, “love one another.” 
Being a disciple of Jesus is loving one another in service. Love is not a feeling, but an action. 
May we continue to find acts of service to show love to one another and love to God.  
 
Prayer:  
 Lord God, you came and gave your life as an example for us to follow. And, when your 
hour came, you washed your disciples’ feet, and called us to follow your example. Forgive us 
when we love only in thought and word but not in action. Help us to learn from your example 
and serve as you have served us. Strengthen us to love one another and love our neighbor as 
ourselves. You became a servant for all to give your life for our salvation. May we live today in 
grace and gratitude for your redeeming love.  
 We pray for the nations of the world. We pray that this time of pandemic may be a time 
for people, for nations, to examine their ways, repent and turn to you, the giver of life and 
salvation. Lord, humble the leaders of the world to trust not on their own strength, but to trust 



you as the Lion of Judah. Almighty God, give wise counsel to President Trump and Vice-
President Pence. Give insight to the coronavirus task force in the work they are doing.  
 Loving God, may your arms embrace and protect those dealing with sickness and death 
today. As the world mourns for those who have died, give us hearts of compassion for all your 
creation.  
 
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


