
Thursday, May 28, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
 Psalm 33:12-22; Exodus 19:1-9a & Acts 2:1-11 
 
Psalm 33:12-22 (NRSV) 
 Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord, 
     the people whom he has chosen as his heritage. 
 The Lord looks down from heaven; 
     he sees all humankind. 
 From where he sits enthroned he watches 
     all the inhabitants of the earth— 
 he who fashions the hearts of them all, 
     and observes all their deeds. 
 A king is not saved by his great army; 
     a warrior is not delivered by his great strength. 
 The war horse is a vain hope for victory, 
     and by its great might it cannot save. 
 Truly the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him, 
     on those who hope in his steadfast love, 
 to deliver their soul from death, 
     and to keep them alive in famine. 
 Our soul waits for the Lord; 
     he is our help and shield. 
 Our heart is glad in him, 
     because we trust in his holy name. 
 Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, 
     even as we hope in you. 
 
Thought: 
  Many of the things and places people look for happiness have been closed or off limits 
over the past couple of months. Some find happiness at the beach, hiking in the mountain, going 
shopping, out to dinner, on vacation or to a movie. In the midst of the shelter at home and social 
distancing, people are looking for happiness in other places. Some have taken up baking bread, 
going on walks, gardening, and the list goes on. As a baker, I found it interesting that I couldn’t 
find dry yeast a few times. Then, I had friends and family ask me about making bread.  
 People look a lot of different places to find happiness. In this passage, we read that the 
king looks at his army knowing he is safe to do what he wants. The warrior thinks his strength 
will bring victory. In the end, all the wealth, protection, even happiness itself is nothing 
compared to God. Those who God has chosen will find a deep happiness that rests in the Lord. 
When we wait on the Lord, and trust in the Lord, our hearts will find happiness. It is deeper than 
the feeling. It is present in the midst of chaos and disaster. For God has created us to rest and 
trust in Him. Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord.  
 
Exodus 19:1-9a (NRSV) 



 On the third new moon after the Israelites had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that very 
day, they came into the wilderness of Sinai. They had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the 
wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain. 
Then Moses went up to God; the Lord called to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall 
say to the house of Jacob, and tell the Israelites: You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and 
how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now therefore, if you obey my 
voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, 
the whole earth is mine, but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are 
the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.” 
 So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these words 
that the Lord had commanded him. The people all answered as one: “Everything that the Lord 
has spoken we will do.” Moses reported the words of the people to the Lord. Then the Lord said 
to Moses, “I am going to come to you in a dense cloud, in order that the people may hear when I 
speak with you and so trust you ever after.” 
 
Thought: 
  It was fifty days after Israel had left Egypt that they came to Mt. Sinai to receive the Ten 
Commandments. It is also fifty days from Easter to the day of Pentecost. From the day that Jesus 
rose from the dead to the day the Spirit was poured out upon the disciples. God connected the 
two events with both being fifty days. When the Israelites entered the wilderness, God continued 
to show them grace. The making of the covenant was instigated by God. As the one with 
authority, God offered to enter a covenant. God had carried the people as if on wings of eagles. 
God has protected His people, and will protect them in the future as His treasured possession. 
This is grace out of God’s good will toward these people.  
 The image of an eagle is an image of strength, speed, security and care. God is willing to 
spread his wings and protect His people. God asked the people to keep his covenant. The people 
had seen the strength, speed, security and care of God in the midst of the chaos coming out of 
Egypt. In response to that, they willingly agree to enter the covenant. Yet, being able to keep the 
covenant was not achievable until God came himself in Jesus. God was willing to keep both 
sides of the covenantal relationship. Through God’s grace, we have become His treasured 
possession, filled with His Spirit and able to live by the covenant.  
 
Acts 2:1-11 (NRSV) 
 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly 
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house 
where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested 
on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at 
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the 
native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both 
Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about 
God’s deeds of power.” 



 
Thought:  
 When God filled the followers with the Holy Spirit, the sign of the Spirit was speaking in 
languages that brought people together. The Spirit of God brought unity amongst the nations. At 
Pentecost, there were devout Jews from every nation. By the time of Jesus, Judaism was no 
longer a nation, but a people dispersed throughout the known world. They didn’t even have a 
common tongue. The official language throughout the known world was Greek. Yet, each region 
would have had its own language.  
 We take for granted that English is the unofficial language in the United States. Yet, it is 
not the common language in many homes and communities. As the melting pot of the world, all 
languages are spoken here. The other day, Janet and I were in the town of Mitchell, Oregon 
(population 130). Even though we are in the midst of a shutdown, the people sitting next to us 
were all speaking French. The last language I would have expected in eastern Oregon.  
 When the Spirit of God filled the people, they shared the message of God with the people 
in their language: French, Spanish, Chinese, Korean, English, and the list goes on with today’s 
languages. God wants a relationship with people. God used their heart language to share His 
heart with the people.  
 This is part of the reason that the Bible is translated into so many languages. People are 
still working today to translate the Bible into the heart language. Over 2,000 languages still do 
not have a translation of the Bible. These people have not heard the message of God’s love and 
salvation in their own language. The purpose of having the Bible in the language of the people is 
to bring unity in Christ. God wants a holy nation consisting of all the nationalities of His 
creation.  
 
Prayer:  
 Empowering God, you fill your followers with the gift of your Holy Spirit. You have 
gifted us to share your salvation with others. Help is to live by your covenant and share your love 
with others. Forgive us where we have not followed or trusted you. Return us to the path of 
righteousness and cleanse us of all sin. As your treasured possession, allow us to step out in faith 
to share your love and compassion in a needy world.  
 Almighty King, deal with the injustices we see in the world. Bind all together as one 
people united in you. Guide our President, our Governor and all world leaders to allow your 
Spirit to shape our societies. Lord, hear our prayer.  
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


