
Thursday, April 30, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
  Psalm 23; Exodus 2:15b-25 & 1 Peter 2:9-12 
 
Psalm 23 (NRSV) 
 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
     He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
 he leads me beside still waters;  
     he restores my soul.  
 He leads me in right paths 
     for his name’s sake. 
 Even though I walk through the darkest valley,  
     I fear no evil; 
 for you are with me; 
     your rod and your staff— 
     they comfort me. 
 You prepare a table before me 
     in the presence of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil; 
     my cup overflows. 
 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
     all the days of my life, 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 
     my whole life long.  
 
Thought: 
 This is probably the most beloved Psalm of all. Most of us have it memorized. It speaks 
to us because of the care shown in the Psalm. A shepherd would have been a common image of 
the people. If fact, King David had been a shepherd before called by God. The image of shepherd 
was often applied to the king. The king was to guide and protect his people. God is chief 
shepherd. The Psalm opens with the image of God providing for his people. He cares for us body 
and soul. The image of green pastures and calm waters are an image of abundance and care. We 
are able to rest in God because God is guiding and protecting us. Shepherds would take their 
sheep through mountain ranges, dealing with sharp drops and narrow places. These were places 
of danger. God keeps us on the path that we will not fall, and protects us form danger when we 
cannot see. It does not say that God will provide an easy life but His divine protection.  
 
Exodus 2:15b-25 (NRSV) 
 When Pharaoh heard of it, he sought to kill Moses. 
 But Moses fled from Pharaoh. He settled in the land of Midian, and sat down by a well. 
The priest of Midian had seven daughters. They came to draw water, and filled the troughs to 
water their father’s flock. But some shepherds came and drove them away. Moses got up and 
came to their defense and watered their flock. When they returned to their father Reuel, he said, 
“How is it that you have come back so soon today?” They said, “An Egyptian helped us against 
the shepherds; he even drew water for us and watered the flock.” He said to his daughters, 



“Where is he? Why did you leave the man? Invite him to break bread.” Moses agreed to stay 
with the man, and he gave Moses his daughter Zipporah in marriage. She bore a son, and he 
named him Gershom; for he said, “I have been an alien residing in a foreign land.” 
 After a long time the king of Egypt died. The Israelites groaned under their slavery, and 
cried out. Out of the slavery their cry for help rose up to God. God heard their groaning, and God 
remembered his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God looked upon the Israelites, and 
God took notice of them. 
 
Thought: 
  Moses had escaped Egypt. It was part of his past. Moses had settled into a new way of 
life, as a shepherd. He knew it was not home. His son’s name told the story, “I am an alien.” He 
was not living in his home country. While it had become home, he still knew his extended family 
was living in Egypt under slavery.  
 This is an image we still have today. We think this is our home. Yet, this is not what God 
had planned for us. God planned for us to be at home with Him and have our extended family 
also at home. When we accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior, our sins are forgiven and we are no 
longer under the bondage of sin. We are no longer a slave to sin. Even so, we realize the power 
of sin and death in our world today. We know people who are groaning, and not able to find 
freedom in Christ.  
 In these years that Moses was being a shepherd, God was preparing him to shepherd his 
people through the wilderness and into the Promised Land. Maybe God has prepared you to 
share God’s life-giving salvation to others during this time.  
 
1 Peter 2:9-12 (NRSV) 
 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order 
that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light. 
 Once you were not a people, 
     but now you are God’s people; 
 once you had not received mercy, 
     but now you have received mercy. 
 Beloved, I urge you as aliens and exiles to abstain from the desires of the flesh that wage 
war against the soul. Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, so that, though they 
malign you as evildoers, they may see your honorable deeds and glorify God when he comes to 
judge.   
 
Thought:  
 Peter uses well known images to describe our relationship with God. We are a chosen 
race, one based on being part of God’s family not based on nationality.  We are a royal 
priesthood, in direct relationship with God. We are able to go into the very presence of God. We 
are a holy nation, as God is holy, in Him we have been made holy. We are God’s own people, 
sheep of his pasture. God has claimed us and we are His. While this is important, the important 
phrase in these verses are “in order that.” We have been claimed by God as a holy nation in order 
that we can proclaim God’s mighty acts. God had showed his mercy to us and calls us to share 
the mercy to others.  
   



 If we truly understand that we had lived in darkness, we had lived in slavery to sin, and 
have now been brought into the light of freedom in Christ, we will proclaim God’s lifesaving 
acts to others. One way we are able to proclaim God’s saving grace is to live as aliens and exiles 
in this foreign land. There will be times that people treat Christians with distain and disrespect. 
In the midst of this, we are to shine Jesus’ light and love to them. We do not stoop to their level, 
but show Christ to them. 
 
Prayer:  
 Faithful Lord, you have shown your loving grace to us in the past. Give us faith to trust 
you today and in the future. May we live as your holy people, striving to live by the grace you 
have shown us. May we not trust in our own strength or the strength of others, but rest in the 
peace of your loving protection. 
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


