
Friday, April 17, 2020 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
 Psalm 16; Song of Solomon 5:9-6:3 &  
 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
 
Psalm 16 (NRSV) 
 Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 
 I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; 
     I have no good apart from you.”  
 As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble, 
     in whom is all my delight. 
 Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows;  
     their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out 
     or take their names upon my lips. 
 The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; 
     you hold my lot. 
 The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 
     I have a goodly heritage. 
 I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; 
     in the night also my heart instructs me. 
 I keep the Lord always before me; 
     because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 
 Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; 
 my body also rests secure. 
 For you do not give me up to Sheol, 
     or let your faithful one see the Pit. 
 You show me the path of life. 
     In your presence there is fullness of joy; 
     in your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 
 
Thought: 
  Yesterday, I wrote of this Psalm, “God is our wonderful counsellor, sovereign Lord, holy 
refuge.” God will protect us. Yet, how long will God protect us? David said, “forever.” Death 
will not be the end of the relationship between God and those who are faithful. Yet, David knew 
that in death he would rest with his fathers.  
 In his sermon in Acts 2:30-32, Peter said, “Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had 
sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. Foreseeing 
this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, 
nor did his flesh experience corruption.’”  
 David had been told that his descendants would sit on the his throne forever. This is the 
Messiah who would rescue him from the pit of death. As Jesus said, “He is God not of the dead, 
but of the living; for to him all of them are alive.” David knew that God would preserve him 
body and soul forever. We believe that God will not abandon us. God will be our protector 
through life and death and to life eternal.  
 



 
Song of Solomon 5:9-6:3 (NRSV) 
 What is your beloved more than another beloved, 
     O fairest among women? 
 What is your beloved more than another beloved, 
     that you thus adjure us? 
 My beloved is all radiant and ruddy, 
     distinguished among ten thousand. 
 His head is the finest gold; 
     his locks are wavy, 
     black as a raven. 
 His eyes are like doves 
     beside springs of water, 
 bathed in milk, 
     fitly set.  
 His cheeks are like beds of spices, 
     yielding fragrance. 
 His lips are lilies, 
     distilling liquid myrrh. 
 His arms are rounded gold, 
     set with jewels. 
 His body is ivory work,  
     encrusted with sapphires.  
 His legs are alabaster columns, 
     set upon bases of gold. 
 His appearance is like Lebanon, 
     choice as the cedars. 
 His speech is most sweet, 
     and he is altogether desirable. 
 This is my beloved and this is my friend, 
     O daughters of Jerusalem. 
 Where has your beloved gone, 
     O fairest among women? 
 Which way has your beloved turned, 
     that we may seek him with you? 
 My beloved has gone down to his garden, 
     to the beds of spices, 
 to pasture his flock in the gardens, 
     and to gather lilies. 
 I am my beloved’s and my beloved is mine; 
     he pastures his flock among the lilies. 
 
Thought: 
  The Song of Solomon on one level is a poem of the love between a young woman and 
her beloved. At another level it is about the love of God and His people. These verses of the 
Song, the woman describes her beloved with phrases we are not used to, “lips are lilies, eyes are 



like doves.” While these are not images we would use, if you are in a relationship, what images 
can you use to describe your beloved? Song of Solomon encourages us to spend time admiring 
the qualities of our beloved instead of focusing on the negative.  
 One concern of sheltering in place is the rise of domestic violence. When people spend 
too much time together, we begin to notice the negative aspects of each other. It is easy to get on 
each other’s nerves. Maybe spending time thinking of positive images about your beloved would 
remind you of the blessing of your relationship.  
 At another level, this Song is the relationship between God and His people. The woman 
is asking her neighbors, “where is your beloved?” When they follow and worship false gods, 
their beloved is not available, not able to be found. With God as our Lord, he can be found caring 
for his flock, gathering the flowers of creation to share with His beloved. God can always be 
found caring for His creation and His people.  
 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 (NRSV) 
 Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, 
which you in turn received, in which also you stand, through which also you are being saved, if 
you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in 
vain. 
 For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died 
for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on 
the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the 
twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of 
whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he appeared to James, then to all the 
apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the 
apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace 
of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked 
harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then 
it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 
 
Thought:  
 A while ago, someone challenged me not to use the word “story” to discuss Jesus’ life, 
death and resurrection. Like most people, we say, “In the story of the paralytic…” When we use 
the word “story” we take an event out of Jesus’ life and turn it into a story. Stories are may have 
a bit of truth, but are filled with fiction. Just ask a fisherman to tell you a story about a 
memorable catch. It may be mostly true, but how much is believable?  
 Here, Paul is telling us the historical facts of Jesus resurrection. While it may seem a 
story, it is fact. Jesus died, was buried and rose on the third day. His death and burial are 
historical events. So is his resurrection. Jesus appeared to Cephas (Peter) and to the disciples. 
Then, he appeared to over 500 witnesses, to James and to Paul himself. Jesus’ appearance to Paul 
happened as Paul was travelling to Damascus to persecute followers of Jesus. To persecute Jesus 
himself.  
 Yet, Paul was shown grace. It is by grace that we all are accepted by God, and called to 
proclaim the good news of Jesus resurrection to others. We share God’s grace with others so that 
they may come to believe the events of Jesus life, death and resurrection. To believe in Jesus 
Christ’s gift of salvation.  
 



Prayer:  
 Almighty God, you continue to care for your creation. You have called us to a loving 
relationship with you and with one another. Please forgive us when we take your relationship for 
granted. Forgive us for not loving one another as you have loved us. May we cherish our 
relationships with you and our family. Remind us of the love you have for us that while we were 
sinners you came and dwelt with us. You lived, died and rose again that we might have a loving 
and right relationship with you and one another.  
 Today, we pray for those who are dealing with isolation. You have created us to be in 
relationship with you and others. As people shelter in place, remind us of your presence and the 
love of others. Guide us on ways we can remain in relationship with one another. Show us how 
to be the church in a new way.  
 Loving God, may your arms embrace and protect those dealing with sickness and death 
today. As the world mourns for those who have died, give us hearts of compassion for all your 
creation.  
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


