
Friday, April 10, 2020 
Good Friday 
 
Daily Lectionary Passages: 
 Psalm 22; Isaiah 52:13-53:12;  
 Hebrews 10:16-25 & John 18:1-19:42 
 
Comment: 
  I encourage you to read the entire Good Friday 
passages. The John passage is from the arrest of Jesus to 
his burial. I only included his death and burial.  
 
Psalm 22: 1-8, 14-15, 25-31 (NRSV) 
 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
     Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning? 
 O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; 
     and by night, but find no rest. 
 Yet you are holy, 
     enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
 In you our ancestors trusted; 
     they trusted, and you delivered them. 
 To you they cried, and were saved; 
     in you they trusted, and were not put to shame. 
 But I am a worm, and not human; 
     scorned by others, and despised by the people. 
 All who see me mock at me; 
     they make mouths at me, they shake their heads; 
 “Commit your cause to the Lord; let him deliver— 
     let him rescue the one in whom he delights!” 
 I am poured out like water, 
     and all my bones are out of joint; 
 my heart is like wax; 
     it is melted within my breast; 
 my mouth is dried up like a potsherd, 
     and my tongue sticks to my jaws; 
     you lay me in the dust of death. 
 From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 
     my vows I will pay before those who fear him. 
 The poor shall eat and be satisfied; 
     those who seek him shall praise the Lord. 
     May your hearts live forever! 
 All the ends of the earth shall remember 
     and turn to the Lord; 
 and all the families of the nations 
     shall worship before him.  
 For dominion belongs to the Lord, 
     and he rules over the nations. 



 To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; 
     before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, 
     and I shall live for him.  
 Posterity will serve him; 
     future generations will be told about the Lord, 
 and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
     saying that he has done it. 
 
Thought: 
  From the cross, Jesus cried out, “‘Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?’” (Matthew 27:46) Many scholars write that this is Jesus 
feeling the abandonment of God the Father at the point of death. Jesus is fully human, and death 
is the separation from God. Other scholars write that Jesus is quoting Psalm 22. For this reason 
Psalm 22 is read on Good Friday. We hear the prayer of Jesus. While people mock me, all the 
ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord. Those who seek shall praise the Lord. In 
Jesus death, people will receive deliverance.  
 While Jesus’ death fulfilled this Psalm, we are to take up our cross and follow him. There 
are times we may feel that God has forsaken us. We may feel less than human, like a worm. We 
feel like we have been wrung out and are at the point of death. Image after image is given here: 
poured out like water, bones out of joint, heart like wax, mouth like potsherd.  
 In the midst of this, there is one important word: “Yet.” Yet, you are holy. You delivered 
Israel. Dominion belongs to the Lord. Even in death, I shall live for Him. In the midst of 
suffering and death itself, we live for the Lord. Death does not have the final answer, in Jesus 
Christ, God has delivered us. In Christ, God has done it and given us salvation.  
 
 
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 (NRSV) 
 See, my servant shall prosper; 
     he shall be exalted and lifted up, 
     and shall be very high. 
 Just as there were many who were astonished at him 
     —so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance, 
     and his form beyond that of mortals— 
 so he shall startle many nations; 
     kings shall shut their mouths because of him; 
 for that which had not been told them they shall see, 
     and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate. 
 Who has believed what we have heard? 
     And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 
 For he grew up before him like a young plant, 
     and like a root out of dry ground; 
 he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 
     nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
 He was despised and rejected by others; 
     a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; 
 and as one from whom others hide their faces 
     he was despised, and we held him of no account. 
 Surely he has borne our infirmities 
     and carried our diseases; 



 yet we accounted him stricken, 
     struck down by God, and afflicted. 
 But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
     crushed for our iniquities; 
 upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
     and by his bruises we are healed. 
 All we like sheep have gone astray; 
     we have all turned to our own way, 
 and the Lord has laid on him 
     the iniquity of us all. 
 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
     yet he did not open his mouth; 
 like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
     and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
     so he did not open his mouth. 
 By a perversion of justice he was taken away. 
     Who could have imagined his future? 
 For he was cut off from the land of the living, 
     stricken for the transgression of my people. 
 They made his grave with the wicked 
     and his tomb with the rich,  
 although he had done no violence, 
     and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
 Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain.  
 When you make his life an offering for sin,  
     he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; 
 through him the will of the Lord shall prosper. 
     Out of his anguish he shall see light;  
 he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. 
     The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, 
     and he shall bear their iniquities. 
 Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, 
     and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
 because he poured out himself to death, 
     and was numbered with the transgressors; 
 yet he bore the sin of many, 
     and made intercession for the transgressors. 
 
Thought: 
  This is the final Suffering Servant passages from the book of Isaiah. In this passage we 
find an image of despair. We have a poem of what happened in Jesus life and death. In his death, 
he carried our transgressions and sins. We have all sinned and been led astray like sheep. Yet, 
Jesus was the Lamb of God who was led to slaughter. In the midst of his suffering, he did not 
raise his voice in protest or self-defense. After his crucifixion, he was placed in a wealthy man’s 
tomb.  
 Why did Jesus go to the cross? He poured out himself to bear the sins of others in order 
that his righteousness may be bestowed on us. Our transgressions, our sins, were taken on the 
cross with Jesus. He now intercedes on our behalf and gives us righteousness. When someone 
dies, their will states who receives what from the estate. In Jesus death, his will proclaims that 



his righteousness is given to his disciples. May we truly be his disciples, learning his teachings 
and walking in his way.  
 
Hebrews 10:16-25 (NRSV) 
 “This is the covenant that I will make with them 
     after those days, says the Lord: 
 I will put my laws in their hearts, 
     and I will write them on their minds,” 
 he also adds, 
  “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” 
 Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 
 Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of 
Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his 
flesh), and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us approach with a true heart in 
full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies 
washed with pure water. Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he 
who has promised is faithful. And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good 
deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and 
all the more as you see the Day approaching. 
 
Thought:  
  All too often, the word provoke is a negative word. Someone provoked me. The child 
was provoked to an angry outburst. A dictionary definition is: “stimulate or give rise to (a 
reaction or emotion, typically a strong or unwelcome one) in someone.” Yet, the writer of 
Hebrews calls us to provoke one another to love and good deeds. One of the purposes of meeting 
together is to spur one another on. To encourage one another in our walk with the Lord. While 
we are not able to physically meet together right now, what are ways you are encouraging one 
another in your walk with the Lord?  
 At the moment Jesus died, the curtain in the temple tore from top to bottom (Matthew 
27:51). In Jesus death, there was no longer a need for a priest to enter the Holy of Holies to offer 
an annual sacrifice for the forgiveness of sins. Jesus is the High Priest who offered the sacrifice 
once and for all. Through the blood of Christ, the sign of the sacrifice, Jesus has cleansed us 
from all impurities. We are now completely cleansed: body, mind and soul. We can live as 
people of faith, knowing that God remembers our sins no more.  
 When we truly have faith that our sins are forgiven, we no longer dwell on the past but 
look to the future. Look to the day when God will come in glory. In Christ, God kept his 
promise, fulfilled his covenant. That covenant will come to completion on the day when every 
knee with bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. By grace, may be spur one 
another on to good works until that glorious day.  
 
John 19:16b-30, 38-42 (NRSV) 
 So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The 
Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him 
two others, one on either side, with Jesus between them. Pilate also had an inscription written 
and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Many of the Jews read 
this inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written 
in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not 
write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’” Pilate answered, 
“What I have written I have written.” When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes 



and divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic 
was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, 
but cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This was to fulfill what the scripture says, 
 “They divided my clothes among themselves, 
     and for my clothing they cast lots.” 
 And that is what the soldiers did. 
 Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, 
Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple 
whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” Then he 
said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own 
home. After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the 
scripture), “I am thirsty.” A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of 
the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had received the wine, he 
said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
  After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one 
because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave 
him permission; so he came and removed his body. Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus 
by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. 
They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the 
burial custom of the Jews. Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in 
the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. And so, because it was the 
Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 
 
Thought: 
 When one faces a tragic event, the image is seared into one’s memory. This is the 
memory of John, the beloved disciple. John is the writer of this gospel. He is telling us a 
firsthand experience of one of those life changing events in his life. It is at this point he took 
Mary as his mother. John is the only disciple who died of old age. After being exiled to Patmos 
where he wrote the book of Revelation, John lived out his life in Ephesus. It was probably here 
where he brought Mary.  
 All four gospels tell the crucifixion a bit different. Yet, one thing is similar, the witnesses 
of the crucifixion and resurrection were women. Women were not allowed to be witnesses in 
court. If this was simply a story, the men would have been portrayed in good light, and would 
have witnessed this critical chapter. Yet, they have fled and will remain in hiding, sheltering in 
place, for fear of being arrested and killed.  
 At the point of death, Jesus still displayed the love of God for people in need. We know 
how hard it is for a parent to experience the death of a child. There seems to be no hope. And no 
disciple should experience the criminal death of his rabbi. Yet, these two are dealing with 
complete loss, complete death, complete loss of hope. In that darkness, Jesus said, “Woman, here 
is your son.” Jesus gave them, gives us a new family, formed in the blood of the cross.  
 At that point, Jesus fulfilled the final prophecy and said, “I am thirsty.” Then, he said, “It 
is finished,” and died. When we come to death, we often think “it is finished.” There is a sense of 
completion, a finality to it. For Jesus, what was finished was not life, but the wages of sin. In his 
death, Jesus had offered his righteous life, his sinless life, for the sins of the world. Death itself 
was overcome. What seems so complete for us is not for God.  
 At that point, two men of great wealth and position came forward and proclaimed 
themselves followers of Jesus. Up to this point, they were in the background. Now, Joseph of 
Arimathea came and offered his family tomb for the body. Nicodemus brought spices to anoint 
the body showing he had been born anew. Jesus’ family burial plot would have been in Nazareth, 



but that was not an option. These two stepped out in faith to proclaim they would follow Jesus 
even to the point of death.  
 
Prayer:  
 Almighty God, on this day we remember the sacrifice of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
He gave his life for our sins. In his death, he bestowed his righteousness upon us. Guide us as his 
disciples to take up our cross and follow him. Give us faith to trust you that in life and in death, 
we are yours. You have claimed us and called us to live for Christ. Bring beside us brothers and 
sisters who spur us on to the good works you have prepared for us.  
 Lord, in the midst of darkness, we need hope to overcome. Send your hope upon a nation, 
a world focused on disease and death. Bring your message of salvation and new life to those 
struggling today.  
 (Spend time in silent prayer, praying for those you know. Name them before God and 
place them in God’s loving arms).  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 


